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To the People of God 


By Margaret Denison Armstrong 
Hebrews 4:9 
HERE remaineth a rest— 
Not some day, but now. 
Why so fearful, distressed? 
There remaineth a rest! 


Though tossed by the tempest; 
Unnerved and distraught; 

On the billow’s high crest 
There remaineth a rest! 


Midst roar of the traffic 
He walks by thy side. 

In this fellowship blest 
There remaineth a rest! 


So busy and breathless, 
Striving to please Him; 
Pause—find God’s very best— 
There remaineth a rest! 


O friend, have you claimed it, 
This heritage sure? 

In this moment—this test— 
There remaineth a rest! 


we 


Disunion in the UN 


Cracks are already appearing in the 
greatest modern bulwark that man has 
tried to raise against war. In 1948 the 
National Citizens Committee for United 
Nations Day (Washington, D. C.) sent 
literature to ~ditors which began, “For 


the first time in history, people all over 


the world are going to join together on 
the same day to observe a common pur- 
pose—the achievement of enduring peace 
through the United Nations. That is the 
real meaning of United Nations Day, 
October 24, 1948.” The day marks the an- 
niversary of the coming into force of the 
charter of the United Nations in 1945. The 
symbol adopted by the UN shows a map 
of the world encircled by olive branches. 
United Nations Week was observed Oc- 
tober 21-27, and program suggestions 
were sent out for churches, synagogues, 
and other religious organizations. This 
included a prayer for the United Nations, 
which contained this petition, “Conse- 
crate the efforts of those who patiently 
struggle to establish peace with justice 
and effect the healing of the nations.” 
It was addressed to “God of the nations 
and Father of all peoples,” with no men- 
tion of Christ, the only Mediator be- 
tween God and man, and through whom 
alone men can become sons of God. Now 
it is a sad commentary on men’s efforts 
toward peace in the world that in the 
November 17 issue of the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post appeared a startling, well-writ- 
ten, and well-documented article by 
Craig Thompson entitled “The Sinister 
Doings at the UN.” The subtitle says: 
“There is strong evidence that a group 
of communist wreckers have penetrated 
the UN staff clear down to the level of 


< 


junior typists and janitors. Is it Stalin’s 
purpose to make life miserable for 
Trygve Lie and anyone else who hopes 
to make UN work?” It took courage 
for Mr. Thompson to write this article and 
for the Post to publish it. This is a 
story of internal strife, endless discus- 
sions, frustration, evening meetings last- 
ing till 2 am., and mental anguish for 
Trygve Lie, secretary general, and his 
administrative executive, Byron Price. 
Mr. Thompson's vivid picture of the “con. 
fusion worse confounded” at UN head- 
quarters shows the utter futility of men’s 
efforts to bring peace to this: world with- 
out following God's plan, and gives a 
tremendous, up-to-date illus*ration of 
the Lord Jesus’ prophecy of the “dis- 
tress of nations, with perplexity; the sea 
and the waves roaring; men’s hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on 
the earth” (Luke 21:25, 26). For those 
who know the Word of God, it is not 
a cause for despair, but a time to “look 
up, and lift up your heads; for your re- 
demption draweth nigh” (v. 28). “For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with 
child: and they shall not escape. But 
ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
that day should overtake you as a thief” 
(1 Thess. 5:3, 4). 


% 


ZEAL 


HE word “zeal” is not found often 
in the Word of God, but from Gene- 
sis to Revelation there are many 
acts of zeal which have inspired the 
saints of the Lord for millenniums, 
The first reference to zeal is found in 
Numbers 25:11, 13. “Phinehas, the son 
of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, 
hath turned my wrath away from the 
children of Israel, while [in that, R.V.} 
he was zealous for my sake.” An as- 
tonishing verse and an illuminating one, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For he satisfieth the longing 
soul, and filleth the hungry soul 
with goodness” (Psa. 107:9). 




















too. The value that God places on zeal 
is clearly in evidence here, and the fact 
that one man’s zeal could turn away 
God's wrath from the whole nation of 
Israel should cause us to consider what 
it would mean today if our nation were 
filled with men zealous for the cause of 
Christ. There is much zeal in the busi- 
ness world—men shortening their lives 
in their mad scramble for wealth—and 
we long to see the church filled with 
people as zealous for God’s work as men 
in the business world are to make a 
fortune, 

Another verse illustrating zeal is found 
in Isaiah 59:17, “And he put on 
zeal as a cloke’”—not as a plume like 
the knights of old, not as a scarf for dec- 
oration, but as a cloke, a part of one’s 
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clothing so important that, in northern 
winters, death might ensue without one. 
Here again God indicates that zeal is 
an essential part of the Christian’s life. 

In John 2: 15-17 an incident so startling 
is seen that one fairly gasps while read- 
ing. With a “scourge of small cords,” 
our Lord drove the merchants cut of the 
Temple, scattering their money, over- 
turning their tables, and ordering the 
doves taken outside. These lawbreakers 
felt Christ’s power to such an extent 
that we have no record of their stopping 
to argue. The following verse is im- 
portant, for it gives us an explanation 
of the preceding incident: “And his 
disciples remembered that it was writ- 
ten, The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up.” The Lord Jesus was consumed 
with a passion for his Father’s house, 
and a longing that it should be a place 
of reverence and worship. 

Zeal enhances the value of many fun- 
damental acts in the Christian’s program, 


all of which should bring glory to the 
name of the Lord. These fundamental 
acts include Bible study, prayer, and 


personal evangelism. In connection with 
Bible study we have Christ’s command, 
“Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39), 
which command the Bereans obeyed. 
“These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so” (Acts 17:11). What 
a fine word “searched” is! It reminds 
us of the woman who had lost one of 
her ten pieces of silver. Her reputation 
as a woman of good character was at 
stake, so she searched. There is noth- 
ing half-hearted about searching, and it 
is not difficult to visualize these Bereans 
eagerly ccmparing Scripture with Scrip- 
ture, their faces lighting up as they 
located prophecies, especially those ful- 
filled at the time of Christ’s birth, death, 
and resurrection. The zeal that the Be- 


reans displayed in studying the Word 
brought satisfying results. Searching 
occasionally does not have the same 


value as daily searching, and the Berean 
method ,of poring over the Scriptures 
pleased God. Listless reading, with the 
attitude which says, “Here’s a job that’s 
got to be done; let’s get it over as soon 
as possible,” accomplishes little. 

Why does one read the Bible who has 
that feeling? Perhaps the habit strongly 
fixed in childhood, perhaps an uncom- 
fortable feeling when thinking of what 
Father or Mother might say if the habit 
were dropped, perhaps a pledge made at 
the time of conversion. Ordinarily such 
reading is not of much value, and yet 
the Sword of the Spirit may bring sud- 
den conviction even in the midst of per- 
functory reading. Searching the Scrip- 
tures because one loves the Author and 
yearns to know His will, and because 
one desires light on perplexing problems 
or a deepening of the spiritual life—that 
is reading which has true worth, 
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In speaking of Bible study, someone 
has said, “It can bring marvelous help 
in life’s emergencies, but it is not pri- 
marily a shelf of medicines; it is daily 
food for daily needs.” And remember, 
“It is your book. It belongs as much to 
you as to the rarest saint that lives. 
Men have died a martyr’s death that 
you might have it. You will understand 
why when you make it your own.” A 
martyr’s death—surely that is the super- 
lative of zeal. 

Then zeal in prayer is essential, too, 
for the accomplishment of great things 
for God. There was zeal in Epaphras’ 
prayer life. “Epaphras, who is one of 
you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 
always labouring fervently for you in 
prayers, that ye may stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God” (Col. 
4:12). What meticulous care the Holy 
Spirit uses in the choice of words! . “Al- 
ways labouring fervently.” One word 
would have conveyed the meaning, but 
the emphasis is exquisite. Now again 
we have that good word “always,” which 
in itself indicates zeal when contrasted 
with “occasionally.” 

And the next word, “labouring,” im- 
plies hard work, the kind cf prayer that 
gets results. For beautiful illustrations 
of zeal in prayer, read “David Brainerd 
—Mighty in Prayer.”' An illustration 
from the prayer life of Brainerd’s In- 
djan converts is revealing. Having de- 
cided that he must leave the dear In- 
dians among whom he had been working, 
Brainerd asked them if they would 
spend the rest of the day in prayer about 
his plan to undertake work among the 
Indians on the Susquehanna. With this 
request they cheerfully complied, the 
season of prayer beginning an hour and 
a half before sunset. “They continued 
praying till break of day or very near; 
never mistrusting, as they tell me, till 
they went out and viewed the stars and 
saw the morning star a _ considerable 
height, that it was later than bedtime. 
Thus eager and unwearied were they in 
their devotions.” Note Brainerd’s adjec- 
tives for the devotions of these prayer 
warriors: “eager and unwearied.” Did 
you ever pray all night, and at day- 
break think it was only bedtime? Pre- 
cious example of zeal! 

Paul then adds the word “fervently,” 
a synonym for zeal, which leaves. no 
doubt, even in the dullest mind, what 
type of prayer was offered by Epaphras. 
The prayers of those who wait until so 
weary that sleep overtakes them before 
the prayer is finished must be a source 
of grief to our Heavenly Father. Ah, 
that was not Epaphras’ kind of praying, 
and it is not the kind that God loves to 
hear. Oh, the ability; the power that 
might be ours, if we were more zealous 
in prayer! John Knox’s prayer, “Give 
me Scotland or I die,”” was a prayer that 
accomplished things for God.. Much may 


journal, compiled by 
available from 


1 Selections from his 
William R. Newell, formerly 
Moody Press, Chicago. 
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be learned about. zeal from 
raphy. 

And another phase of the Christian 
life that must have zeal to accomplish 
anything is personal evangelism. When 
one goes out to tell an unsaved person 
about the love of Jesus, if zeal is lack- 
ing and one speaks half-heartedly, little 
is done for God. 

While a man was digging a well, the 
well.caved in. Rescuers began digging, 
hoping to reach him before it was too 
late. How they worked, sweat pouring 
off, picks and shovels moving with light- 
ning rapidity until he was rescued. Yet 
even with such zeal it was only physical 
life that they saved, but to rescue a soul 
“while life’s lamp holds out to burn” is 
of infinitely greater importance. 

A beautiful illustration of zeal in 
bringing a friend to Jesus is found in 
Luke 5:18, 19, as four men carried their 
impotent friend to Him, removing the 
roof tiling in order to let him down into 
the presence of Jesus, after they found 


his biog- 


(Continued on page 109) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Soul-Winning Days in 
the Old Y.M.C.A. 


I was most interested in your article 
on the Atlantic City Y.W.C.A. and the 
law case in connection with the con- 
stitution. 

The judge has erred in upholding 
the case of an unconverted minority 
in their contenticn that they have a 
right to be allowed to vote. 

I am enclosing a precious document, 
which I have had in my possession for 
over thirty years—then it was old. It 
is the complete constitution of the 
Y.M.C.A. which never has been abro- 
gated. 

I joined a Dublin, Ireland, branch 
forty-eight years ago, but before I was 
received as an active member I had 
to prove to the Committee that I was 
born again, in keeping with Rule VII, 
which reads: “Any person shall be 
eligible for membership who gives de- 
cided evidence of his conversion to 
God.” 

That branch was a powerhouse for 
God. Bible classes, open-air meetings 
(under police protection), half nights 
of prayer, were the order of the day. 
I remember a leading newspaper be- 
ing banned from the reading room be- 


cause it reported a prize fight that 
was on, 
I do trust the Association, as the 


founder intended it should be, may be 

restored to its rightful purpose. It was 

never meant to be only a social club; 
indeed, I found Christ through the 

Y.M.C.A.—A Canadian reader. 

There is a good deal of similarity be- 
tween the histories of the Y.M.C.A. and of 
the Y.W.C.A., and the conditions today in 
each Association. The following quo- 
tations from an old copy of the original 
constitution of the Y.M.C.A, give a good 
idea of its fervent, evangelical spirit, 
and bring into sharp relief the contrast 

(Continued on page 108) 
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Ill. Misinterpretation of the Scriptures in Modern Cults 


Vagaries of Mormonism and “ Jehovah's Witnesses” 





T sess are four ways in which the 
Scriptures can be kept from exer- 
cising their divinely intended pur- 
pose in the human heart. 

One way is by the denial of the divine 
origin and authority of the Word of 
God, a process which began when Satan 
said to Eve, “Yea, hath God said?” 
Modernism, liberalism, much of higher 
criticism, Barthianism (in part), all 
lend themselves to undermining con- 
fidence in the Word of God. 

Then there is the direct attack upon 
the Word of God, denouncing it, calling 
it false and an accumulation of myths 
and_ superstitions This, the way of 
materialism and Communism, has been 
tragically adopted by millions since the 
dawn of our century 

The third method used against the 
Word of God is by ignoring it, in the 
study of history, and literature, in a 
college curriculum, in a survey.of West- 
ern thought, and the like. This is what 
UNESCO has determined to do, and this 
seems to be the basic idea in much of 
the philosophy of education today. 

I think, however, the fourth manner 
of ultimately leading men astray from 
the truth of this divine revelation is 
by speaking well of the Bible, using 
Biblical phrases, talking about the great- 
ness of Jesus Christ, and yet at the same 
time perverting the clear meaning of 
Scripture, introducing interpretations 
that the text cannot support, and making 
the Bible to say what it definitely does 
people think that 


not say. In this way 

they are studying the Bible and learn- 
ing what it says, and thus believe that 
they have divine authority for their 


convictions, whereas they are wrongly 
assigning divine authority to statements 
that the Bible never makes. The three 
most powerful religious groups of our day 
to come under this last classification “are 
the Mormons, the Jehovah's Witnesses, 
and Christian Scientists. I would like to 
discuss the first two briefly in this article, 
and then pass on to some contemporary 
interpretations of the Bible in recent 
Christian Science literature. 


A Doubtful Means of Translation 

The Book of Mormon ds supposed to 
have been discovered by Joseph Smith on 
September 22, 1823, inscribed on: golden 
plates, buried near Manchester, Ontario 
County, N. Y. Four years later Smith 
took these to his home, and by the as- 
serted aid of Urim and Thummim, he 
claimed to be able to translate them, 
having been in 


the original language 


"Reformed Egyptian, a language which 
no scholar recognizes today. It should 
be noticed at once that even in the 


book we have the 


translation of this 


Dr. Smith quotes from the writings 
of two of the leading forms of error 
in this third article of his series. In 
a letter to the Editor he adds this 
word on one of them: “The only 
scholarly study that has thus far 
been niade of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
is the one by Dr. Herbert Hewitt 
Stroup, “The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ 
(Columbia University Press, 1945) .” He 
then quotes a few sentences, among 
which are these: “Some Witnesses 
were led to doubt certain tenets of 
the movement by a really thorough 
study of the Bible. Although the 
Bible is claimed by the Witnesses as 
their final authority, they seldom use 
it. .. . [It] is used in house meet- 
ings more frequently than in Watch- 
tower meetings, but merely to bolster 
the writings of Mr. Rutherford. .. . 
When a Witness undertakes a serious 
study of the Bible, without recourse 
to the ‘Bible Helps’ provided by the 
society, he may come to question the 
theology of the movement.” 

Dr. Smith’s fourth article, on 
Christian Science, will appear next 
week. 








use of a Biblical phrase (Exod. 28:30) 
the exact meaning of which is still de- 
bated by Biblical scholars. The Urim 
and Thummim disappeared in the de- 
struction of the Temple by Nebuchad- 
nezzar in 606, and are stated to be miss- 
ing at the time of the return (Ezra 2: 
63). How Joseph Smith recovered them 
is not said. 

The Book of Mormon claims that there 
were three migrations to America: the 
first by Jared (Gen. 5:15; Luke 3:37), 
occurring soon after the dispersion at 
Babel; the second in 600 B.C., headed by 
Lehi, an Israelite of the tribe of Manas- 
seh, whose name does not appear in 
the Bible: and the third, by a number 


of Israelties about eleven years later. 
Moreover, the book says that Christ 
Himself came to America in A.D, 34 


and 35, to repeat His Sermon on the 
Mount and to appoint twelve American 
apostles. Everything here is in Biblical 
terminology. An uninstructed person, 
reading this nonsense, thinks that he is 
learning something new and wonderful 
concerning the people of God and the 
Son of God, hidden during the ages. 
There is not one shred of historical 
evidence to support one of these state- 
ments regarding these three migrations 
and Christ’s coming to -America. And 
yet, out of this developed one of the 
outstanding religious movements of our 
country, born of a monstrous hoax, noth- 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


ing more, garbed in the sanctities of 
Biblical terminology. 

The very title of the Mormon church 
is stolen from the New Testament—‘The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints,” which reminds one of the title 
of the Christian Science movement, “the 
Church of Christ Scientist.” It is sig- 
nificant that these different cults cannot 
find another word than church, and have 
to include the blessed name of the Sav- 
iour, the Son of God, in their title. This is 
Satanic. For many people the very title 
carries the endorsement of the New Tes- 
tament and of Christ. 

One of the strangest interpretations 
of the Mormon church concerns a pas- 
sage in the Book of Ezekiel: “Say unto 
them, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Be- 
hold, I will take the stick of Joseph, 
which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the 
tribes of Israel his companions; and I 
will put them with it, even with the 
stick of Judah, and make them one stick, 
and they shall be one in my hand. And 
the sticks whereon thou writest shall be 
in thy hand before their eyes” (37:19, 
20, R.V.). The Mormons claim that 
the stick of Judah refers to the Bible, 
and the stick of Joseph to the Book of 
Mormon, and that the placing of these 
two sticks together gives them the right 
to say that the Book of Mormon is to 
be equated with the Holy Scriptures! 
Of course there is not a single word in 
this passage about, or even the slightest 
hint of, a Bible; for the passage is not 
talking about the Bible, but refers to 
the people of Israel, 


A Question of Inspiration 

One more misappropriation of a sacred 
Biblical truth must suffice here. In their 
official pamphlet, “The Latter-Day Saints 
and What They Believe,” is the following 
statement: “The Bible informs us that 
there are two divisions of the priest- 
hood in the church, the Melchisedec 
and the Aaronic priesthood. The priest- 
hood offices are filled by men called and 
authorized of God to teach and to ad- 
minister the ordinances of the church 
Revelation from God ceased with the 
apostasy, leaving uninspired men with- 
out priesthood authority, who taught 
many errors and introduced forms and 
ceremonies contrary to the gospel. At 
the beginning of the latter-day Restora- 
tion an angel of God restored the priest- 
hood, conferring upon Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery first the Aaronic and 
later the Melchisedec priesthood.” To 
anyone who knows the true character 
of Joseph Smith, testified to by all who 
were acquainted with him, notorious 
for falsehood and lust, these words ap- 
pear inspired by Satan himself. 
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Another subtle way of making the Book 
of Mormon appear as on a plane of 
equality with the Scriptures is the use 
of the very phraseology found in the 
King James Version of our Bible. Re- 
member, Joseph Smith was supposed to 
have found a book that was written in 
Reformed Egyptian, over two thousand 
years ago, and, with the help of an 
angel, and Urim and Thummim. to have 
translated it. It so happens, however, 
that in the first 428 pages of the text of 
the Book of Mormon, there are 298 direct 
quotaticns from the King James Version 
(made in A.D. 1611), in addition to en- 
tire chapters lifted out of that version 
of the Bible and placed in the Book of 
Mormon, withcut any hint that the pas- 
sages are taken from the Bible. Is it 
not strange that Joseph Smith, in trans- 
lating a book in Reformed Egyptian, 
inscribed two thousand years ago, 
should be led to translate passages word 
for word as the translators of the King 
James Version translated the Greek and 
Hebrew previous to 1611? This is direct 
plagiarism and deception. 


Not only do the Mormons make state- 
ments concerning ancient history. that 
cannot be supported, and misinterpret 
many Biblical passages, but they intro- 
duce blasphemous statements which the 
Word of God clearly contradicts. For 
example, they make Adam to be God, 


and God Adam. Thus, Brigham 
Young’s “Journal of Discourses” (Vol. 
VI, p. 50) says: “To a Mormon, God 


is Adam. When our Father Adam came 
into the Garden of Eden, he came into 
it with a celestial body, and brought 
Eve, one of his wives with him, 

He is our Father and our God, and the 
only God with whom we have to do.” 
The virgin birth of Christ is absolutely 
denied: “The fleshly body of Jesus re- 
quired a mother as well as a father. 
Therefore the father and mother of Jesus 
according to the flesh must have been 
associated together in the capacity of 
husband and wife; hence the Virgin 
Mary must have been for the time being 
the lawful wife of God the Father” 
(“The Seer,” p. 159); “He was not be- 
gotten of the Ho!y Ghost” (“Journal of 
Discourses,” Vol. I, p. 50). Orson Hyde, 
of whom the Mormons often boast, in 
his “Journal” (Vol, II, p. 80), says that 
“it was Jesus Christ who was married 
at Cana to the Marys and Martha, 
whereby He could see His seed before 
He was crucified.” In other words, He 
had children by these two sisters. The 
“Manual” of the Mormon church, issued 
in 1910 (Part I, p. 52) says, “What God 
was once, we are now; what God is now, 
we shall be.” These words are from 
Brigham Young. 


As to the Bible, Article 8 of the Mor- 
mon Catechism says, “We believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God, so far as 
it is correctly translated; we also be- 
lieve the Book of Mormon to be the 
Word of God.” Apostle J. W. Taylor 


boldly said, “The living oracles are worth 





more to the Latter-Day Saints than all 
the Bibles.” In the light of all this, one 
is reminded of the words of the ascended 
Lord to the church at Ephesus, “Thou 
., . didst try them that call themselves 
apostles, and they are not, and didst find 
them false” (Rev, 2:2); and the words 
of the Apostle Paul to the church at 
Corinth, “Such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, fashioning themselves 
into apostles of Christ” (2 Cor. 11:13). 

The erection of the largest Mormon 
temple in the world (nct excluding the 
one in Salt Lake City) was begun in 
Westwood, one of the swankiest suburbs 
of Los Angeles, last September at the 
ground-breaking ceremony. Mayor 
Bowron of Los Angeles “thanked the 
churchmen for selecting Los Angeles as 
the site for their largest temple.” The 
Mayor is a member of the Methodist 
Church. There are something over 
70,000 members of the Mormon church in 
Southern California. 

We have only the briefest space left 
for what are now called Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses. The very names of this group 
deceive multitudes. “Millennial Dawn” 
would lead one to believe they empha- 
sized Biblical teaching about the millen- 
nium, The “International Bible Students’ 
Asscciation” gives the idea of a world- 
wide movement of true Bible study. 
The “Brooklyn Tabernacle Pulpit” re- 
minds one of the mighty ministry of Dr. 


T. DeWitt Talmage. Of the newest 
name, “Jehovah’s Witnesses,” we shall 
speak shortly. 

The title of Pastor Russell’s famous 


six-volume work draws many to its per- 
usal—“‘Studies in the Scriptures.” Even 
here, it is insisted there is one volume 
more important than the Bible—Pastor 
Russell’s comments on the Bible. These 


are his own words (Watch Tower, Sept. 
15, 1910): “People cannot see the divine 
plan by studying the Bible by itself. We 
find that if anyone... goes to the Bible, 
our experience shows that within two 
years he goes into darkness. On the 
other hand, if he has merely read the 
Scripture studies with their references, 
and has not read a page of the Bible 
as such, he would be in the light at the 
end of two years.” 

Now for the briefest references to 
some of their interpretations of the 
Scriptures. First of all, their newest 
name, “Jehovah’s Witnesses,” is derived 
from Isaiah 43:10, 12. Now it is true 
Christians commanded to be wit- 
nesses, but it is always to be witnesses 
to Christ and to His resurrection (Acts 
1:8, 22: 2:32; 3:15: 5:32; 10:39, 41; etc.). 
The passage on Isaiah is an exhortation 
concerning the witnessing of Israel 
among the nations. Herein is the basic 
error of this group—they constantly 
emphasize what they call the Kingdom 
Their chapels “Kingdom Halls.” 
They do not proclaim the Gospel of the 
grace of God, saving from divine wrath, 
by the atoning work of Christ. Christ, 
to them, is not the Son of God, but 
“chief of the angels Michael.” “Jesus 
is a god, but not God” ("Studies in the 
Scriptures,” I, 55, 84). “One unforfeited 
life could redeem one forfeited life, but 
The man Christ Jesus redeems 


are 


are 


no more. 


Adam” (Vol, I, p. 133). There is no 
hell’ man by sin does not forfeit para- 
dise: there will be a second chance 


during the millennium: Prctestantism 
and Roman Catholicism “are under the 
supervision of the devil,” and are Anti- 


christ. The harvest of this age began 
in 1274; the Gentile power is to be (was 
to be) overthrown in 1914 (Vol, II, p. 


(Continued on page 109) 


ll. Am | My Brother’s Keeper? 


Why this present conflict is not a Korean war 


By the Rev. BRUCE K. HUNT 


Last week, Mr. Hunt’s first article outlined the history of the political 


relations between the 


United States and 


Korea from 1882, when the 


country was first opened up to foreign trade, down to her “liberation” 


at the close of the war with Japan. 


This article tells of the blunder 


America made in permitting Korea to te divided and how this has led 


to the present war. 


Mr. Hunt’s third and concluding article will follow 


in a later issue, 


OREA was liberated! But before 

we liberated her our government 
made a blunder beside which our pre- 
vious blunders were dwarfed as far as 
Korea was concerned. Our President 
sat down at a conference table with the 
head of a nation which has world revo- 
lution and the overthrow of all powers 
but its own as one of its chief objectives. 
All during our bloody war in the Orient, 
Russia had agreed to keep hands off of 
Manchuria, so that the Japanese troops 





‘ 


which were stationed there could be 
released for use against American troops 
in other theaters. Russia came into the 
war against Japan less than a week be- 
fore its close, and cnly after Japan had 
started suing for peace. It was with this 
kind of “ally” that we agreed to receive 
jointly the Japanese surrender. . 

At a conference table with such an 
“ally” we agreed to the division of Ko- 
rea at the thirty-eighth parallel, sup- 
posedly only for the purpose of ac- 
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cepting the Japanese surrender and estab- 
lishing a joint trusteeship over Korea 
until the Koreans could set up their own 
government, Actually this agreement re- 
sulted in the cruel division of the coun- 
try and the establishment within a small 
area, the size of the State of Kansas, 
of two mutually exclusive, hostile, and 
irreconcilable governments. The north 
had the mines, factories, timber, and 
hydroelectric power. The south had the 
man power and the rice fields. Some 
people are under the impression that 
this is a Korean war, between North 
and South Koreans. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. If at the con- 
ference table the North had been given 
to us and the South to the Communists, 
the war would have resulted just the same, 
except that South Koreans would have 
been in the Communist army and North 
Koreans *in the United Nations army. 
Today there are almost as many North 
Koreans in South Korea as in North 
Korea, and some of the most able and 
leyal South Korean soldiers, sailors, and 
policemen are actually North Koreans. 

During the five years before this war, 
an old saying was making its rounds 
among the Koreans, “In a fight between 
whales the shrimp’s back is crushed.” 
To them, the situation in Korea, which 
eventuated in the present bloody and 
costly conflict, was created wholly by 
the Americans and Russians. The Ko- 
reans are the “shrimp” whose back is be- 
ing crushed. From the Koreans’ point of 
view this is not a civil war but a war be- 
tween Russian Communism and the 
United States, fought on their soil, a war 
in which their people have been split up 
and are being used as pawns. In their 
eyes, this is primarily our war, though 
its outcome will greatly affect them for 
good or evil. Having created the situa- 
tion which produced this war, dare we 
now shrug our shoulders and say, “Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” 


Korea Looks To US FOR 
Mora. LEADERSHIP 

There is a third field in which we 
have sorely disappointed our brothers 
in Korea. Before the war, what little 
contact the people in Korea had with 
America was largely through mission- 
aries. Missionaries sent out by Chris- 
tians in America had traveled into every 
nook and corner of the land, preaching 
the Gospel, and establishing churches. 
In the larger centers they set up schools 
and colleges, Bible institutes, seminaries, 
and hospitals. The Koreans thought of 
America as a Christian nation, and 
Christianity, as it expressed itself in 
Korea, was in their eyes definitely a 
good thing. 

During the war they were cut off 
from missionary contacts. The Japa- 


nese propaganda against Christians and 
America was clever and plentiful. But 
the war gave the Koreans an oppor- 
tunity to see “Christian America” from 
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a different angle, and this, too, im- 
pressed them. War at its best is ter- 
rible, but the Koreans thought they saw 
a difference in the way Christian and 
non-Christian nations fight. The Ko- 
reans told me how American planes 
often circled targets, dropping leaflets 
to warn civilians away from areas to 
be bombed; ships were likewise warned 
so that sailors could take to the life- 
boats. They told of the kind treatment 
received from submarine crews and sea- 
men who picked up men from sinking 
ships. Some who had been forced into 
the Japanese army and subsequently 
had been made prisoners of war, noted 
that there was a difference in the way 
a Christian nation treated its prisoners. 
Then the material abundance with which 
our troops were supplied indicated to 
many the physical blessings with which 
God blesses those who serve Him. The 
Japanese were calling it a religious war, 
and the final victory of a Christian 
nation seemed to many a very act of the 
70d of Providence. 

The Koreans had so despaired of ever 
regaining their independence that our 
victory and their liberation were looked 
upon as miracles of God’s grace. The 
Christians especially, but even many 
non-Christians, saw in their liberation 
an act of the God of the Christians. 

Many non-Christians, while reluctant 
to make the sacrifices that would be ex- 
pected of them in becoming Christians, 
had already held a high view of Chris- 
tianity, and now became so grateful to a 
“Christian nation” for their liberation 
that they were almost ready to deny 
themselves and follow Christ. As the 
Japanese had tried to force Shintoism 
on them, some supposed in their igno- 
rance that Americans would try to force 
Christianity on them, but they were not 
entirely averse to being forced into this 
religion of love. Consequently they 
went out to meet the American occupa- 
tion troops with the highest of expecta- 
tions. Even non-Christians put Chris- 
tian elders and ministers forward to be 
on the welcoming committees and elected 
Christians to responsible posts in dealing 
with American authorities. Paintings 
we have seen of Columbus planting the 
cross on American shores and his fol- 
lowers devoutly kneeling in prayer, or 
of the Pilgrims landing in New Eng- 
land would perhaps represent what the 
Koreans were expecting when they heard 
that the troops of “Christian America” 
were about to land. Many supposed our 
troops would seek out the churches first. 

Those who have been in our army 
or have had much contact with it do 
not find it hard to imagine the extent 
of the Korean disappointment. Our men 
sought the taverns and brothels more 
often than they sought the churches. 
So often were Korean Christians embar- 
rassed before non-Christian Koreans by 
so-called Christian Americans that they 
were forced to pull back into their shells 
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and had to apologize for their “Chris- 
tian” brethren from America instead of 
being able to commend them, 

On the last Christmas Eve that the 
American occupation troops were in one 
South Korean city, while groups of Ko- 
rean Christians were going about the city 
filling the night air with carols, many 
of the American troops were so drunk 
that few but the sentinels heard the 
carols that were sung for their benefit 

Korean Christians working for thx 
American Military Government wer 
continually embarrassed because thei 
services were demanded on the Lord 
Day when they were accustomed to b 
in the house of worship, or they wer 
constantly having to refuse the liquor 
that was urged upon them by “Chris- 
tian” Americans. 

Some American officers “could not un- 
derstand” why one of the first acts of 
the South Korean Provisional Govern- 
ment was to outlaw brothels. The Japa- 
nese had introduced licensed prostitu- 
tion. Licensed red-light districts made 
it easier for our officers to control our 
troops! 

In spite of the fact that the church 
in North Korea had protested having 
elections on Sunday and hundreds of 
Christians had been imprisoned over this 
issue, in South Korea the United Nations 
and our own representatives constantly 
used Sunday for political gatherings and 
ordered the first elections to be held on 
the Lord’s Day. It was the strong pro- 
test of the -Protestant churches that 
caused the day to be changed, though 
the United Nations authorities did not 
have the grace to say so, but said the 
day had been changed because an eclipse 
of the sun, due on the same day, would 
be considered an ill omen by supersti- 
tious Koreans. I never heard any men- 
tion of this by the Koreans themselves. 

Corruption on the part of our repre- 
sentatives, and black-market activities 
by members of our armed forces encour- 
aged such activities among Koreans, and 
Koreans with high ideals were thus often 
discouraged from participation in gov- 
ernment, 

Some say, “But aren’t you expecting 
too much?” Perhaps so, yet the an- 
swered prayers of Christian soldiers of 
the “Thundering Legion” tempered the 
attitude of Marcus Aurelius toward 
Christianity. Cromwell had a Christian 
army, and the Scotch Covenanters were 
used to praying and going into battle 
singing Psalms. 

Yes, it may be too much to expect 
a Christian army and a Christian diplo- 
matic corps to come out of the so-called 
Christian society that exists in America 
today. We cannot expect a stream to 
rise higher than its source. It comes 
back to each one of us individually, to 
each of our homes, and communities. 
Not only Korea, but the world is look- 
ing to “Christian America” for truly 
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Christian leadership, but we cannot give 
it without being truly Christian. 
Political corruption among our diplo- 
mats, the lack of a consistent and con- 
structive program for Korea, coupled 
with the immorality of many individuals 
in the armed forces all gave grist to 
the mill of Communist propaganda in 
South Korea. I am of the strong opin- 
ion that if the diplomatic and military 
representatives of our country had been 
more generally Christian, Communism 
could not have made the headway in 
Korea that it has, with all its totalitarian 
and ruthless methods. In spite of the 
mistakes made at Yalta and Teheran, 
the Koreans who believe in the right 
would have had enough encouragement 
and spirit, that, with our help, they 
could have withstood both the ideology 
and brutal force of Communism. Com- 
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munism is an ideology backed by force; 
it is a fanatic religion of materialism. 
In the last analysis, it can be defeated 
only by a stronger ideology, the truth 
itself. It is at this point, the lack of a 
true ideology in word and practice, and 
our actual discouraging of this among 
the Koreans who had one, that we failed 
our Korean brethren. I am personally 
convinced that we ourselves are paying, 
to the tune of thousands of casualties 
and millions of dollars, for this failure 
during the years of our Military Gov- 
ernment of South Korea. The God of 
justice is seeing to it that our indiffer- 
ence and carelessness toward the prob- 
lems of our brothers in Korea are reap- 
ing their just results in destruction of 
life and property to ourselves, 
(To be continued) 


Holding the Interest of Nine- to Twelve-Year-Olds 


Things for boys and girls to do at Sunday school 


SUNDAY school teacher has to be 

“on her toes,” so to speak, these 
days to keep up her class’s interest. 
Boys and girls who attend the movies 
and read the latest in the “funnies” 
think that just ordinary class work, such 
as filling out the blanks in the lesson 
manual or the leaflets, or reading the 
lesson; a verse by each one and dis- 
cussion about it, is somewhat dull 
routine. They want something to do 
besides, 

Sometimes a little competition is a 
good thing. Cut out or make large but- 
terflies of bright paper or of silver or 
gold foil. Put them, one for each pupil, 
up on a blackboard or on a large card- 
board. Let the pupil write his name 
under or above the butterfly he selects 
for his own. Each child, who has his 
lesson filled out, or perfect, may place 
a dot, black or any good color, on his 
butterfly’s wihgs. For every ten dots 
received, the child now puts a star in 
his crown, which, like the butterflies, 
has been made of paper over cardboard, 
io fit the child’s head. These crowns 
should be placed on a shelf where they 
ean be seen easily by the class: 

This work can be carried further. 
Small stars can be used for each ten dots, 
and when ten stars have been earned, 
place, or let the child put a large star 
in his crown: They shouldn't be allowed 
to handle the crowns, other than that 
required for placing the stars on with 
glue or cement. For foil, cement is best, 
If the dots or stars loosen. or fall off, 
a bright thumb tack can be used for 
holding the dots to the butterflies on the 
cardboard. For the crowns, which are 
to be worn later, a gold or silver thread 
can be used, if cement or glue doesn’t 
hold well. 
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As a further honor, the crowns, after 
a set period of time, may be worn by 
the class at some special Sunday school 
program. The children, knowing this, 
will strive hard to fill their crowns with 
stars, and especially so to earn a large 
star (these may be purchased at the 
dime store). This feature is now being 
used at a certain Western Sunday school. 
It is hoped the idea will boost attend- 
ance for the class. -So far, it seems to 
be adding interest. 

Another idea that seems to be work- 
ing well is: clip bits of verse from old 
Sunday school papers and slice between 
the lines, maybe two lines together for 
faster work, and place all the lines of 
one poem in an envelope. Then give 
each child an envelope, or let them 
draw an envelope. The object is to place 
the lines in their right order. The first 
child to finish reads his poem, and so 
on. Of course, this is additional work, 
after the regular lesson is over. It 
adds interest to class work, 

Each child may be given a sheet of 
typewriter paper on which to paste his 
completed poem. Each one writes his 
name at the bottom or the top of each 
page, ins order not to get them mixed. 
Save all the papers, and when filled 
with finished poems, let the children 
punch holes at sides and tie ribbons, or 
staple the sheets together, thus making 
a book of verses. It has been found 
best to leave all the poem sheets at the 
classroom until a book is finished. Put 
them in a large box or on a file so wind 
won’t scatter them about. When a book 
is completed, the child takes it home, 
A little book of these Sunday school 
poems is a nice remembrance for each 
child to keep. 

If one. wishes, pictures taken from 
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Sunday school papers, may be sliced and 
put together in a similar manner, These 
add a touch of color and interest to the 
booklet of poems, or they may be in 
a separate booklet, 

Words, such as Jerusalem, David, Solo- 
mon, and Palestine, can be used in the 
same manner, only they should be placed 
in a column when finished. One teacher 
has had added interest by giving her 
class a Bible word to spell—for the next 
class meet. Some important word can 
be taken from the lesson. One is enough 
at a time. Children soon learn to spell 
and to notice and think about these 
words. Besides the class rivalry on 
spelling makes for interest, 

Every child in class should take his 
turn at being secretary of the class book. 
One month is long enough for one to 
serve; then pass it on to anotber child. 
To serve gives a child a feeling of com- 
petence, and a child learns by doing so. 

A handy pencil holder, made from a 
shoe box, with holes punched in the 
lid for the pencils, is nice to have on 
the teacher’s table. Have plenty of pen- 
cils, and stand them in the holes at the 
end of each class. Also have scissors 
and several tubes of paste for pasting 
the poems and pictures. Have a box for 
scissors and tubes, and insist that each 
user put his article back in place. “Or- 
der is Heaven’s first law” is a rule to 
give them. 

Blackboards, maps, and cloth-covered 
boards for flannel-backed pictures for 
illustrating the Bible lessons are most 
useful. Always let the class members 
help put up such things. Children want 
to be doing something. But lessons must 
come first, then additional things, 

A teacher must constantly watch for 
new ways and means to interest her 
class. Some teachers have the ability 
to picturize each Bible verse as it is 
read or studied. They can make the 
listeners feel as if they are right at the 
place mentioned. Maps help so much 
in impressing a certain town or locality 
on a student’s mind. Having the child 
point out the locality in question, and 
tell what occurred there, often adds in- 
terest. Don’t always have the same child 
do it. Give every child an equal chance. 

Interest comes by doing things, maybe 
not always new things, but old things 
done in a new way. So dress things up 
for children, 

LAPWAI, IDAHO, 


% 


If I carefully consider cthers, God will 
consider me, and will recompense. Let 
me consider the poor, and the Lord will 
consider me. Let me feed His flock, and 
the Lord will feed me. Let me water 
His. garden, and He will make a watered 
garden of my soul. This is the Lord’s 
own promise. Be it mine to fulfill the 
conditions, and then to expect the ful- 
fillment—C.H.S., in Choice Gleanings 
Calendar, 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 17. THE FAMILY AT BETHANY 


Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-45, 12:1, 2; printed text, Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-5, 24-27 
Golden Text.—She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: | believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. John 11:27 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 10:38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he 
entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named 


Martha received him into her house, 


39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at 


Jesus’ feet, and heard his word. 


40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and 
came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that 


she help me. 


41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things: 
and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from her. 

John 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of 
Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with oint- 
his feet with her hair, 


42 But one thing is needful: 


ment, and wiped 
Lazarus was sick.) 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

UR lesson portions relate three 
O visits of our Lord to Bethany. The 

first of these, given by Luke, took 
place before the great Perean ministry, 
mentioned in last week's lesson. At- 
tention is focused in this incident on the 
behavior of the two sisters, Mary and 
Martha. Luke’s language would sug- 
gest that Martha was mistress of the 
home (chap. 10:38). Lazarus is not in- 
troduced into Luke’s narrative at all. 
The second visit, related by John, wit- 
nessed the raising of Lazarus from the 
dead. Jesus made a break in His Pe- 
rean ministry in response to the appeal 
of the sisters (John 11:3, 7). After the 
miracle, Jesus retired for a season to 
Ephraim (John 11:54), then returned 
to Perea by a circuitous route through 
Samaria and Galilee (Luke 17:11), be- 
fore His final journey to Jerusalem. The 
third visit to Bethany, so closely related 
to our Lord’s passion, is recorded by 
Matthew (chap. 26:6-13), Mark (chap. 
14:3-9), and John (chap, 12:2-8). Mat- 
thew and Mark both say that the sup- 
per was in the house of Simon the leper. 
Yet it is generally thought that the in- 
cident took place in the home of Mary 
and Martha, and we like to think that 
it was so. But as it could not be in 
two places, it could not have been in 
the home of the sisters unless that was 
also Simon’s home. Now, if Simon were 


the father of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, 
or if he were the husband of Martha, 
we could have it our way, but although 


3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, 


he whom thou lovest is sick. 
4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not 


unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God 


might be glorified thereby. 


5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 


24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day. 
25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 


life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 


he live: 


world. 


whose brother 


26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shal] never 
die. Believest thou this? 

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: 
art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 


I believe that thou 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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both suggestions are made we cannot 
affirm either one with certainty. That 
the sisters and the brother were in the 
inner circle of Simon’s friends is ap- 
parent by their presence at the supper, 
with Martha looking after things, as 
usual, 

Bethany, with its love and hospitality, 
was an casis in the desert of unbelief 
and hostility for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Yet even there the serpent got in his 
hiss. Even Bethany is not Heaven. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 10:38.—“A certain village: and a 
certain woman.” The whole verse sug- 
gests that Jesus found a sanctuary in 
this quiet village, and in this hospitable 
home, from the press of the crowds. 
Even His disciples did not accompany 
Him, as the Greek makes clear. 

Verse 39.—“Mary ... at Jesus’ feet.” 
She did not wait till after supper for 
blessed converse, but left the prepara- 
tions to Martha in order to fill her hun- 
gry heart from Jesus’ word, 

Verse 40.—“Dost thou not care ,., , ? 
bid her therefore that she help me.” 
Martha could not appreciate Mary’s spir- 
itual intensity, but at least she knew 
that Jesus’ word would be instantly 
obeyed by Mary. Too often we question 
our Lord's care. See Mark 4:38. Strange 
how we call Him Lord, and issue our 
orders to Him in the same breath! 


Verse 41.—“Thou art careful and trou- 
bled about many things.” The many 
things may all be related to the service 
of Christ, but when they make for dis- 
traction and confusion, we need to call 
a halt and find the reason. 


Verse 42.—“But one thing is needful 

. that good part, which shall not be 
taken away.” Life in the will of God 
is simple, not complex. The distractions 
of complexity leave us stripped and ex- 
hausted, but the enrichment of undis- 
tracted communion with Him can never 
be lost. 

John 11:1.—“Lazarus, of Bethany.” 
There was another Bethany, east of Jor- 
dan, so this is identified by relation to 
the sisters who were already known in 
Gospel lore. It was an easy walk from 
Jerusalem, 

Verse 2.—“Mary which anointed the 
Lord.” John has not yet related that in- 
cident, byt it is so much her memorial 
(Matt. 26:13) that he cannot introduce 
her without identifying her by that act. 

Verse 3.—“Lord, behold, he whom thou 
lovest is sick.” That they knew His 
whereabouts shows their intimate rela- 
tion with Him. They sent their message 
to Perea, merely informing Him of the 
situation in the assurance that He would 
act promptly. 

Verse 4—“This sickness is not unio 
death, but for the glory of God.” It is 
easy to see the truth of this in the light 
of subsequent events, but what about 
applring it to our own situations beforc 
the issues have appeared? Compare 
John 9:1-3. Are we willing to suffer for 
His glory? 

Verse 5.—“Now Jesus loved Martha, 
and her sister, and Lazarus.” In Martha 
we learn that rebuke is no indication 
that we are not loved. In all three we 
learn that Christ’s love for us is no 
promise that we shall be exempt from 
trial. 
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Verse 24.—“I know that he shall rise 
again .. . at the last day.” Martha, still 
the woman of action, is the first to come 
to Jesus on His arrival, and to her He 
makes the glad promise of verse 23, a 
promise which she accepts, only in a 
very much future tense. The thought 
of an immediate rising again is not ab- 
sent from her mind (v, 22), but she does 
not allow herself to entertain it. 

Verse 25.—“I am the resurrection, and 
the life.” Resurrection is not so much 
an event in time as a Person. Death 
cannot reign in His presence. Believing 
in Him abrogates the law of death, so 
that even dying is to go on living. See 
Philippians 1:23. 

Verse 26.—“And whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die.” As 
verse 25 refers to those who fall asleep 
in Jesus, so this has to do with those 
who “are alive and remain” at the Lord’s 
coming, 

Verse 27.—“I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God.” It is question- 
able if Martha understood our Lord’s 
statements, but her faith in Him ac- 
cepted all He claimed. Here she makes 
a confession of her faith similar to that 
of Peter in Matthew 16:16. Nothing is 
impossible to such faith in Him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Service is good, but it has its dangers. 
One of these is that it can degenerate 
into a harassing round of distracting ac- 
tivities, an irritating occupation with 
things. That was the way with Martha, 
She called it “much serving,” but Jesus 
called it “many things.” When it came 
to that, it had lost its value as service. 
The other danger of service is that it 
may lose sight of the one needful thing, 
communion. The Lord wants us before 
our service, and we need Him in order 
to do His service. Service without com- 
munion is so much beating the air, but 
communion is “that good part” which 
has eternal reward. 

“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus.” That does not mean 
that they were exempt from sorrow and 
affliction. Rather, because He loved 
them, He called on them to contribute 
to His glory through suffering, first the 
suffering of the sickness of Lazarus, and 
then the suffering of Jesus’ delay .with 
the consequent death of Lazarus. But 
in all this the Lord had something far 
more wonderful for them. True, rais- 
ing Lazarus from the dead was more 
wonderful than raising him from a sick- 
bed. But it was more than that. Jesus 
was preparing a revelation of Himself 
for these loved ones. How else could 
He have said to Martha, and to the 
others through her, “I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life”? They knew the doc- 
trine before (v. 24), but through this ex- 
perience they knew Him in a far larger, 
deeper, fuller way than before. How 
often it is so with us! We are great 
doctrinaires, great theologians, but it is 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. February 10.—The Decisions of Two 
Rich Men ..Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 24.—Peter, James, and 
John. Mark 9:2; 10:35-45; 14:32-42; 
Luke 8:41, 42, 49-56; 9:28-36; Acts 4:13-22 








through great trials that our doctrine 
becomes alive in the very person of 
Christ, the great I Am, 

Extravagant devotion to the Lord 
Jesus is bound to meet with criticism, 
not only from the world, but from fel- 
low believers. So it was with Mary. 
Love never reckons. It needed Judas, 
with covetousness in his heart, to do the 
reckoning that day in Bethany (John 
12:4, 5), and the other disciples were 
quite impressed with his calculations 
(Matt, 26:8, 9), but Mary’s love tran- 
scended arithmetic. What did not that 
family circle owe to Jesus! Here was 
Lazarus, alive from the dead. There 
was Simon at the head of the table, 
healed of his leprosy (Matt. 26:6). But 
Mary herself had sat at His feet, and 
knew herself alive from a worse death, 
cleansed of a worse leprosy. Was any- 
thing too good for Him? That alabaster 
cruse of liquid nard was just a token of a 
love which refused to reckon. The others 
might sing the praises of charity (v. 5), 
but love excels charity as the sun excels 
the moon, 


Topics for Development 

At Jesus’ Feet. In each of the inci- 
dents included in our lesson portion 
we find Mary at the feet of Jesus. First 
she is sitting at His feet, learning of 
Him (Luke 10:39). Next she is prostrate 
at His feet, submitting to Him (John 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

OW many times do Mary and Mar- 
tha appear in the Gospels? 

2. How many other Marys are there 
in the New Testament? 

3. What were the occasions of our 
Lord’s dealings with the two sisters? 

4. Where is Mary found on each visit 
of Jesus? 

5. In what character does Martha con- 
sistently appear in the Gospels? 

6. How often did Jesus correct Mar- 
tha? 

7. What criticisms were leveled at 
Mary by (1) Martha, (2) Judas? 

8. What great event of the future is 
suggested in John 11:26? 

9. On what two dangers in service did 
the Lord put His finger in reproving 
Martha? ; 

10. What interpretation did the Lord 
put on Mary’s anointing of Him? 

(Answers on page 102) 
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11:32). Finally she is bowed at His 
feet, worshiping Him (chap 12:3). At 
the feet of Jesus, Mary found the home 
of her soul, the true resting place of 
the spirit. Here she grew in grace and 
in the knowledge of her Saviour. Here 
she found calm when affliction over- 
whelmed. And here, in an act of self- 
abandonment, she won an everlasting 
glory (Mark 14:9). 

O that I could forever sit 

With Mary at the Master's feet! 

Be this my happy choice; 
My only care, delight and bliss, 
My joy, my heaven on earth, be this, 
To hear the Bridegroom’s voice. 
—Charles Wesley. 

Criticism, Devotion to the Lord Jesus 
is not the royal road to popularity. It 
will draw criticism from unexpected 
sources. Mary's own sister could not 
understand her hunger for the fellow- 
ship and the teaching of the Lord. I 
am sure that Martha was much more 
popular than Mary. She would be on 
hand at every social function in Beth- 
any, offering willing and skillful assist- 
ance, but Mary was contemplative, and 
walked apart. Then her burst of ex- 
travagant devotion shocked the very 
apostles of the Lord, carried away as 
they were by the “good sense” of Judas. 
Martha and the disciples would have 
agreed that Mary’s devotion ought to be 
more practical. I am sure Mary’s sensi- 
tive spirit would have been deeply 
wounded by this criticism had not the 
Lord Himself become her champion on 
both occasions. His commendation more 
than repaid the hurt of all the unjust 
faultfinding. 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. Communion before service (Luke 10: 

38-42) . 
2. Christ before healing (John 11:1-6, 25, 
26). 

3. Love before charity (John 12:3-8). 
Personal Applications 

Does the Lord Jesus find your home a 
congenial place of abode? 

Misunderstandings are quickly settled 
where Jesus dwells (Luke 10:41, 42). 

The deepest sorrow is turned to rich- 


est blessing for those who love Him 
(John 11:25, 26, 40-44). 
Don’t be satisfied with a doctrine; 


know Him (John 11:24, 25). 

The love of God does not exempt us 
from reproof (Luke 10:41) or sorrow 
(John 11:3, 5, 6). 

Be sure that you are well-pleasing to 
the Lord, and criticism will not get you 
down (Luke 10:42; John 12:6, 7). 

Let the Lord answer your critics. 


Golden Text 

John 11:27.—“The Christ, the Son of 
God, which should come into the world.” 
Martha’s confession was clear and em- 
phatic. Her emphatic “thou art” is her 
response to Christ’s majestic “I am.” 
Three definite articles in a row leave 
no doubt about her belief: the Christ, 
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Lesson for February 17 


the Son of God, the one coming into 
the world. Avoid vagueness in your 
faith and in your declaration of it, 
WHEATON, ILL, 
4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“Just When I Need Him Most” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty and merciful Father, whose com- 
passions fail not, we thank Thee for all 
Thy mercies toward us, but most for the 
chief of them, the gift of Thy Son to 
conquer sin and death. Show us how 
great are the blessings He brings to those 
who trust Him. Make the good news of 
salvation so gladdening to us that we 
cannot but share it with others. Bless 
and use all those who, here in this land, 
and those who in other lands, tell men 
of the Saviour. Where none have yet 
taken the message, send Thy heralds 
till all shall have heard. And every- 
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where let Thy Spirit strive with men 
till they accept the Saviour. Bless our 
Sunday school, its studies, and its wit- 
ness in our community, that by us many 
may be led to Thee. To leaders of men 
give humble trust in Thee and the spirit 
of obedience to Thee that they may be a 
blessing to the nations. Still the strifes 
of men. Heal the ills of the suffering, 
comfort the sorrowing, and bring Thy 
Kingdom to full and final victory, for 
Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—In Foochow, Law- 
yer Gong was well known as a prosper- 
ous man and a Christian. To the com- 
forts his wealth gave him was added 
the happiness that his first son’s child 
was a boy! Each evening Lawyer Gong 
led family worship and the sound of 
happy singing carried to the neigh- 
bors. “No wonder,” said the neighbors, 
“God has smiled on him.” 

But one day smallpox struck the happy 
home, and the little grandson died. Next 
morning, as Lawyer Gong left for his 
office, heavy of heart, he overheard a 
neighbor say: “Look now. In sorrow he is 


What RESOLUTION Can't: Do, RESURRECTION Can ! 
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like the rest of us. Tonight we shall 
hear no singing over the garden wall.” 
Those words stayed with Lawyer Gong 
all day, and with them the words of his 
own son, who that morning had cried 
out against God for letting death take 
his child. Lawyer Gong knew he must 
meet the challenge of that neighbor and 
also try to help his son. That night he 





FOR VICTORY ALWAYS, 


pe Your MASTER 


returned home bringing his pastor. The 
sorrowing family gathered, the pastor 
spoke for their comfort, and the evening 
hymns, to the astonishment of the neigh- 
bors, were sung as before. When it was 
over, the baby’s father said: “Never un- 
til this moment have I understood what 
being a Christian really means. After 
this I shall never forget.” 

It must have been like that with Mar- 
tha and Mary. Blessed as they had been 
before by the presence of Christ in their 
home, it was only when death struck 
and sorrow held them fast that they fully 
understood all it meant to have the Lord 
Jesus as helper and friend. They knew 
Him then as death’s conqueror. And so 
it is still. When death strikes, those 
who know and trust Him have a hope 
beyond the grave and a help in the hour 
of grief that unbelievers cannot know. 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Martha received him into her house’ 
(Luke 10:38).—It must not be over- 
looked that it was Martha—not Mary— 
that threw open the door of the home 
to the Lord Jesus. Lazarus and Mary 
benefited greatly by the Lord’s presence 
in the home, but the credit of welcom- 
ing Him goes to Martha. 

This was the most important thing 
Martha ever did, A person's eternal weal 
or woe depends on his acceptance or 
rejection of the Lord Jesus. To receive 
Him is to be privileged to call one’s own 
self a child of God (John 1:12); to re- 
ject Him is to perish (Acts 13:41), 

It was not an easy matter for Martha 
to receive the Lord into her home. She 
was exposing herself and the household 
to excommunication, “for the Jews had 
agreed already, that if any man did con- 
fess that he [Jesus] was Christ, he 
should be put out of the synagogue” 
(John 9:22). 

Spying neighbors would report the 
homes which opened to the Lord; but 
cost what it may, Martha received Him! 
Regardless of what it means in the way 
of ridicule and persecution, He should 
be received today. Too many persons 
think themselves justified in refusing 
the Saviour because of the cost. One 
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woman said to me, “I would be ostra- 
cized if I received Him into my heart 
and life.” The substance of my reply 
was, “Do it anyway, for you will be lost 
if you refuse Him.” 

How far-reaching were the results of 
Martha’s action! Consider what it meant 
to Mary—and, as for Lazarus, it meant 
his resurrection from the dead shortly 
afterward (John 11), 

Christians are exhorted to entertain 
strangers, for “thereby some have en- 
tertained angels unawares” (Heb, 13:2). 
It was not an angel, but the Lord Him- 
self whom Martha entertained. Chris- 
tian hospitality is a wonderful thing! It 
should be borne in mind that whatever is 
done to one belonging to Christ is ac- 
cepted by the Lord as being dene to 
Himself. It is a joy to know that there 
are open homes all over the world for 
Him and for His people. 

We were pleasantly surprised recently 
when calling for a servant of the Lord, 
to find him comfortably situated in an 
appealing guest house which a widow 
had had built in her garden, solely for 
the purpose of housing visiting Chris- 
tians. Speaking to the widow afterward, 
we learned that the guest house is sel- 
dom empty. It is a great boon to the 
visitors, for they can come and go as 
they wish; and the fellowship is wonder- 
ful to her. What is your answer to the 
Master’s question, “Where is the guest- 
chamber?” (Luke 22:11.) 


“Lord, dost thou not care?” (Luke 10: 
40).—It is a sin to question the Lord’s 
care, for no one cares more than He! 
Martha questioned it, the apostles ques- 
tioned it (Mark 4:38), and how often 
we question it! Earlier in the chapter 
which we are considering, the Lord re- 
lated the incident of the Samaritan who 
“took care” of the man who fell among 
the thieves (v. 34). The Samaritan also 
made provision for the man’s care until 
his return (v. 35). That Samaritan is 
but a type of our Lord who never fails 
in His care of His own. “He careth for 
you” (1 Pet. 5:7). 

A young preacher lost his wife and 
was left with a small daughter. One 
Sunday when the pews were crowded 
and he was delivering a Mother’s Day 
message, he said: “Think what a child’s 
life is without a mother’s love! Who 
else can tend, who can cherish, who can 
love like a mother?” In the depth of 
his feelings, tae preacher’s voice halted, 
as if for an answer, and in the hush of 
the great congregation a childish voice 
spoke out very sweetly and clearly, “A 
father would do every bit as well, Papa 
dear.” 

So our Father with heart more tender 
than a mother’s, with sympathy more 
pronounced than a brother’s, and with 
love exceeding all human love combined, 
cares for His own. Instead of question- 
ing His care, let us delight in it. 


> 


“Bid her therefore that she help me’ 
(Luke 10:40).—Imagine calling Jesus 
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Lord and telling Him what to do! It is 
amazing how dictatorial we can be even 
to the Lord. When we address Him 
as Lord, that should mean that our wills 
are in happy subjection to His. Peter 
said, “Not so, Lord,” but Martha dic- 
tated to Him. 

How long would an employee retain 
his position if he told the employer what 
to do? How much would a student learn 
if he told his instructor what to do? 
A friend of mine discovered he couldn't 
even question military authority with- 
out suffering the consequences. Weary- 
ing of parental discipline, he decided 
to join the Navy, not realizing that the 
discipline would be more severe. Walk- 
ing one day where he was not supposed 
to, he was asked: “What are you do- 
ing here?” In the spirit of independence, 
he asked, “What's it to you?” He learned 
the hard way that he was under author- 
ity and that it was his duty to obey— 
not to ask impertinent questions, 

“Mary hath chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken away from 
her” (Luke 10:42).—The Lord never 
places a premium on indolence, hence 
there is reason to believe that Mary had 
helped to prepare the house and focd in 
view of the Lord's coming; but now that 
He was in the home, instead of being 
worried and vexed about many things, 
she chose to sit at His feet and learn 
of Him. The essential thing in a be- 
liever’s life is to take time to hear Him. 

All material things can, and shall, be 
taken from us. We cannot take them 
with us into eternity—but we will carry 
with us all the knowledge of the Lord 
which we have gained in this scene. It 
is Scriptural to be joyful in the day 
of prosperity, for things can be used 
to the glory of God. But it ill becomes 
a believer to live for things, much less 
to be worried and vexed about many 
things. The vital and worth-while thing 
is to know the Lord and make Him 
known, (See Jer. 9:23, 24; Phil, 3:10.) 

Christ never asks of us such busy labor 

As leaves no time for resting at His feet; 

The waiting attitude of expectation 

He ofttimes counts a_ service most 
complete 

He sometimes wants our ear, our rapt 

attention, 

That He some sweetest secret may 

impart; 

‘Tis often in the time of deepest silence 

That heart finds deepest fellowship with 

heart. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
ue 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


S** fellows, suppose the Lord Jesus 
Christ shculd arrive in your town. 
Would He make His way to your house 
to spend the night? When He arrived 
in Bethany He went to the home of 
Mary and Martha and Lazarus. He 
must have felt very welcome there. 
Mary delighted to sit at His feet and 
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hear Him talk. Martha took satisfac- 
tion in preparing meals that He would 
enjoy. I doubt not she knew just what 
He liked best to eat. And Lazarus— 
well, the Scriptures do not tell us just 
what Lazarus did to make Him welcome, 
but he must have been friendly and 
kind, for on a later occasion the record 
(John 11:11) quotes Jesus as saying to 
His disciples, “Our friend Lazarus sleep- 
eth,” by which He meant that Lazarus 
was dead. Lazarus, too, was evidently 
a friend, and, I doubt not, did his part 
in making Jesus welcome to the Beth- 
any home. 

How about your home? Would the 
Lerd Jesus Christ find a warm welcome 
there if He should suddenly appear at 
the door? Is it possible it might be 
embarrassing? I know a minister who 
called on one of the families of his con- 
gregation one evening, without warning, 
and there was a scurrying to clear the 
atmosphere, but in the haste the ace of 
spades was dropped on the floor—face 
up. It was embarrassing. The visit 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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was not a comfortable one. But let us 
not think of it as an occasional visit 
of the Lord. Rather let us think of it 
as a normal thing for Him to be living 
with us, 

On one occasion Jesus told His disci- 
ples He was going back to the Father 
in Heaven, but that He would manifest 
(show) Himself to them. Then Judas 
(not Iscariot) said unto Him, “How is 
it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto 
us, and not unto the world? Jesus an- 
swered and said unto him, If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and 
my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode 
with him” (John 14: 21-23). 

The Lord Jesus not only lives with His 
true disciples, but He lives in them, “I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal, 2:20). Note, fellows, it 
is not by my faith, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, that a fellow can live on 
a high plane like that. 

FontTANA Dam, N. C. 


w 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST of all, today, let us hear from 

those of you who read Luke 10: 38-42 
last week. What did you get from that 
passage, Susan? (“Mary sat at Jesus’ 
feet and heard His word. Martha was 
hustling and bustling around the house. 
She told the Lord Jesus that she wanted 
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Mary to help her. But He did not ask 
Mary to help her. He said that Mary 
had chosen that good part, which should 
not be taken away from her.”) What 
did you find, Dixie? (“I noticed that 
when: Martha complained of Mary, Mary 
did not stick up for herself. She let the 
Lord Jesus speak for her.”) She set a 
good example for us in that, didn’t she? 
What did you get from this passage, 
Dora? (“I think it shows we should 
go to as many meetings as we can, and 
we should not try to hinder others.”) 
What did you find, Wilma? (“We should 
take more time to listen to the Lord 
and talk to Him.”) Each of you got 
a fine lesson from this Scripture portion. 

Now turn to John 11, the next part of 
our Scripture portion. Read the first 
five verses. When Mary and Martha 
sent the messenger to tell the Lord Jesus 
that Lazarus was sick, what do you think 
they expected Him to do? (Come and 
heal him.) But Jesus did not go back 
with the messenger. Instead, He sent a 
message. Read verse 4 again, and tell 
us what you think the sisters would 
understand from the message. (They 
would think that it meant that Lazarus 
would get well, and that it would be for 
the glory of God.) No doubt this mes- 
sage reassured them, but when Lazarus 
got worse instead of better, very likely 
they began to fear that they had misun- 
derstood the message. Now read verses 
6 to 8. The disciples may have thought 
that the reason Jesus did not go to Laz- 
arus was that He knew many of the 
Jews around Jerusalem wanted to kill 
Him. And Bethany was only about two 
miles from ‘Jerusalem. But that was 
not the reason. The Lord Jesus had 
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waited to go to His friends only because 
He knew that thereby would come greater 
glory to God, and greater blessing to 
others, 

Now read verses 11 to 14. Lazarus 
was dead. Think how sad the sisters 
must have been. No doubt they kept 
hoping and hoping that Jesus would 
come until Lazarus had ceased to 
breathe. Perhaps they even had faint 
hope of a miracle from Christ, until after 
the funeral. But notice that the Lord 
Jesus referred to the passing of Lazarus 
as “sleep.” The spirit and soul of a 
believer can never die. Now read verses 
17 to 21. What did Martha say when she 
came to Jesus? Was she right? (“Yes, 
I am sure that if Jesus had been there, 
He would have healed Lazarus.”) Read 
on down to verse 27. Here is something 
to admire in Martha. She was in a time 
of great sorrow. Her only brother had 
died, and she knew that the Lord Jesus 
could have healed him. Yet her faith 
in Him did not falter. She gave one of 
the clearest confessions of Him that is 
found in the Gospels, though in the deep 
sadness of fresh bereavement, 

Read verse 28. As soon as Mary heard 
that Jesus had called for her, she arose 
quickly and came to Him. Read verse 
32 and see what Mary said to Him, (The 
very same words as Martha.) Right, 
but notice that she laid them at His feet, 
No doubt the two sisters had said this 
to each other many times during that 
last, sad week. Read verses 34 and 35. 
The Lord Jesus knew that He was about 
to bring Lazarus back from the dead 
and change their sorrow into joy. Why 
then did He weep? (He felt very sorry 
for them, because they had been sad 
many days.) No doubt Jesus wept in 
sympathy with the sorrowing sisters and 
the other friends of Lazarus. But I 
think He also wept in sympathy with 
all those who see their loved ones die. 
If only sin had not come into the world, 
there never would have been sickness 
and death. Now read verses 39 to 41. 
Verse 41 records their obedience in tak- 
ing away the stone fromethe grave, even 
when they thought the body of Lazarus 
was past restoration. The sisters may 
have known about the raising of Jairus’s 
daughter. But that took place very 
shortly after she died. They may have 
known about the raising of the widow’s 
son, but that occurred at the funeral. 
If they had had the hope that Jesus 
would perform such a miracle, it was 
gone now, for Lazarus had been buried 
four days. Now read verse 43. What a 
sight that must have been! The dead 
man responding instantly to that voice 
of authority! This raising of Lazarus 
was a sample of what Christ is going 
to do on the Resurrection day, What a 
day that will be! 

Now read verse 44. 
gave them something to do. 
there igs a lesson for us in this story. 
Jesus is the only one who can give spir- 
itual life, just as He is the only one 
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who can give physical life, but He wants 


us to help in that glorious task. If we 
want someone saved, then we should 
remove the stone—that is, anything 


which hinders him from coming to Christ. 
Sometimes the stone is ignorance. The 
person does not understand the plan of 
salvation. Then we must explain it to 
him, or invite him to a meeting where 
it will be explained, or at least give 
him a tract, which explains it. Another 
stone is un-Christlike living. If an un- 
saved person sees that we are no better 
and no happier than he, he will not see 
his need of salvation. In order to re- 
move the stone, we must show him the 
kind of life the Lord enables His peo- 
ple to live, if they, like Mary, sit at 
His feet and learn of Him. 

Then after Christ has spoken to the 
sinner’s heart, and given him new life, 
he still needs teaching and helping to 
see the things of God more clearly. Now 
read verse 45 and find out how God was 
glorified through the death and resur- 
rection of Lazarus. (By more Jews’ 
believing in the Lord.) 

Read John 12:1-3 and tell us what each 
member of that happy family was doing 
in this our last glimpse of them in the 
Bible. (Martha was serving supper, Laz- 
arus was sitting at the table with Jesus, 
and Mary was anointing His feet.) What 
a happy picture! I am sure that home 
at Bethany was one place where Jesus 
loved to be. Wouldn’t you like to heve 
a home like that? Every day you are 
either helping to make your home the 
kind of place the Lord Jesus loves to 
see, or else you are making it less peace- 
ful and happy. Take time to sit at His 
feet and hear His Word. Then you will 
be sure to make your home happier, and 
you will have the joy of helping others 
to come to the Saviour and then follow 
Him, 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


5 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier ‘‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given. to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Everything O.K.—She saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God (John 11:27, 
Golden Text). I rather like the small 
boy’s version of the hymn, “Trust and 
Obey,” when he said that at Sunday 
school they had been singing “Trust and 
O.K.” Good! Everything must be O.K. 
if the life has been committed to His 
precious keeping. There is no other 
way.—From the Expositor. Sent by Mrs, 


M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Where He Learned Most.—And she 
had a sister called Mary, which also 
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sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word 
(Luke 10:39). The Pilgrim reports Dr. 
Harry A. Ironside as a young preacher 
visiting the aged Alexander Fraser and 
listening enthralled as one truth after 
another from God’s Word was opened up 
by Mr. Fraser until he could restrain 
himself no more and cried out, “Where 
did you learn these things?” “On my 
knees on the mud floor of a little sod 
cottage in the north of Ireland,” replied 
Mr. Fraser. “There, with my Bible open 
before me, I used to kneel for hours at 
a time, and ask the Spirit of God to 
reveal Christ to my soul and to open 
the Word to my heart. He taught me 
more on my knees on that mud floor 
than I could ever have learned in all 
the colleges and seminaries in the 
world.”—From the Christian Digest. 
Sent by Mrs. Charles F. Zoschke, Bart- 
lett, Kans. 


What Determines the Weight.—Cum- 
bered about much serving (Luke 10:40). 
Sir Robert Ball, the great astronomer, 
said that a man who carries a sack. of 
corn on earth could as easily carry six 
sacks of corn on a globe the size of the 
moon. But in a world as the 
sun, even to pull out a watch from the 
pocket would be to tug at a weight of 
five or six pounds. It would be impos- 
sible to lift an arm, and-if once a man 
were to lie down there, he could never 
get up again. So, in the spiritual realm, 
the weight of our burdens depends upon 
the attraction of earth. If the world is 
all to us, alas, how true it is that its 
burdens crush us!—From Sunday at 
Home. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


as vast 


The Right Order.—Lord, behold, he 
whom thou lovest is sick (John 11:3). A 
minister said: “When Mary and Martha 
sent to Jesus, their message was not, 
‘Lord, he who lovest Thee—’ but, ‘Lord, 

. . he whom thou lovest is sick.’” It 
is not our imperfect love to Him that 
comforts us, but His perfect love to us. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. B. G. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


No Mistakes.—This sickness is not unto 
death (John 11:4). From our Lord’s 
words we learn that there is a limit to 
sickness. Here is an “unto” within 
which its ultimate end is restrained, and 
beyond which it cannot go. The God of 
providence has limited the time, manner, 
intensity, repetition, and effects of all 
our sicknesses; each throb is decreed, 
each sleepless hour predestinated, each 
relapse ordained, each depression of 
spirit foreknown, and each sanctifying 
result eternally purposed. He who made 
no mistakes in balancing the clouds and 
meting out the heavens commits no error 
in measuring out the ingredients which 
compose the medicine of souls.—From 
“Evening by Evening,” by C. H. Spur- 


geon. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 
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When You Really Believe It.—Jesus 
said unto her, I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live (John 
11:25). A little more than a month be- 
fore Easter she had returned from the 
burial place outside the great city, leaving 
there in the silence her fourteen-year- 
old boy. Two days later her little girl 
gave up the fight, and in less than a 
week her baby. Only the little three- 
year-old escaped. It was diphtheria 
When Easter came she was at church 
with her husband and the child. Her 
face was pale, but tender and beautiful. 
She wore no emblems of her sorrow, 
and the lilies and violets on her coat were 
like those she had worn every Easter 
since I had known her. When the great 
congregation rose to sing, she sang softly 
the words: 

The powers of death have done their worst, 
But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 
Her husband stood with his head bowed 
He could not sing. But she touched his 
hand as it lay on the back of the pew, 
and when they recited the Creed I heard 
him saying the words steadily, “I be- 
lieve in , . , the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting.” She taught 
her class of girls that day, and he went 
to his superintendent’s desk, led his 
school in worship, and read the Easter 
story with only a break now and then 
in his fine voice. Amidst the faces lined 
with suffering, rebellion, and despair of 
that Easter congregation, they had 
seemed a miracle. A fifteen-year-old boy, 
walking home with his father from the 
Sunday school, said, “Dad, I guess Mr. 
and Mrs. L— really believe it, don’t they?” 
“Believe what?” said the father. “The 
whole big thing, all of it; Easter, you 
know.”—From the Earnest Worker, Sent 
by Josephine A, Kinzly, N. Tonawanda, 

N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Not How We Feel.—She saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God, which should 
come into the world (John 11:27). Here 
is Martha’s wonderful declaration of 
faith, We know we are saved by what 
we believe about Jesus, and His Word, 
not by how we feel. 

Someone asked Luther, “Do you feel 

That you have been forgiven?” 
He answered, “No, but I’m as sure 
As there’s a God in Heaven. 
For feelings come, and feelings go, 
And feelings are deceiving. 
My warrant is the Word of God; 
Naught else is worth believing.” 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Charles F. Zoschke, Bartlett, Kans, 


we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for February 17 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Home That Welcomed Jesus 
(Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-5) 


AS this a hard week to follow the 

Lord Jesus along with Zacchzeus? 
Did any of you give all your money 
for the Lord, as the rich young ruler 
was asked to do? Did any of you give 
half like Zacchzeus? Are there some 
who gave extra beyond what they 
usually do? 

The day Linda heard at Bible Club 
the illustrated story of Barney Morden, 
she gave her heart to the Lord. She 
went to the store to buy the pictures 
of Barney to tell the children in her 
school and in her Sunday school what 
the Lord can do. She found it would 
take al! her allowance for the next two 
weeks. But she did it—a new little fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus, generous- 
hearted, like Zacchzus! (Add footsteps 
to the poster.) 

There are other ways to show our 
love for Christ besides giving money. 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus gave Him 
their home to rest and visit in. (Show 
a picture.) Martha worked hard to get 
dinner for Him Mary sat near Him 
and listened to His words. Why did they 
do these things? Listen to Martha: 
“She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I be- 
lieve that thou art the Christ, the Son 
of God” (John 11:27, Memory Verse). 
Such a privilege it was to have the Son 
of God visit you! How wonderful to 
work for Him, to listen to Him! And 
we are told that Christ loved them 
(John 11:5). 

Let’s watch this family in the Bible 
whom the Lord Jesus loved and visited. 
Did the Lord gently scold one of them? 
(Luke 10:40-42a.) Did you read your 
Bible every day last week and listen to 
His voice in it? Or might He be saying, 
“Susan, Susan, you take time for play 
and fun, but you don't take time for 
Me?” Did He praise one of them? Why? 
(v. 42.) 

Then came the time when Brother 
Lazarus was very, very sick. To whom 
did the sisters send for help? (John 
11:3.) To the Lord Jesus, of course. 
But the Lord did not answer ther 
prayer right off as they expected. He 
kept them waiting. They couldn’t un- 
derstand why, if He loved them, He 
should stay away and let Lazarus die. 
We often do not see why He doesn’t an- 
swer our prayers right away, too. Even 
though we don’t know why, it is because 
He has a better plan. Do you know what 
more wonderful plan He had for Laz- 
arus? (vs, 43, 44.) Wasn't that a thriller? 
Is there someone sick in your family for 
whom you have been praying, and God 
does not seem to answer? Be patient 
and keep on praying. He will do what 
is best, even if He does not answer in 
your way. Just trust Him. Even if the 
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person should die—Jesus said to Martha, 
“I am the resurrection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live” (v. 25); and that 
other life is so much better and happier 
than this. 

One other time we see this family with 
the Lord Jesus (John 12:1-3). It is a 
family party in honor of Him. Lazarus 
sat and visited with Him at the table. 
Martha waited on table. Mary brought 
the nicest present she had, a box of ex- 
pensive perfume, and poured it on the 
Lord’s feet. It filled the whole room 
with fragrance, 

Who will follow the Lord like this 
family who always welcomed Him? 
Have you believed, and welcomed Him 
into your heart-home? Will you visit 
with Him every day as you listen to 
His words while you read your Bible? 
If your family does not have Bible read- 
ing together, you may be able to start 
a family visit with Him. (The teacher 
should be able to guide children who 
have no system for Bible reading. The 
“Daily Bread” series of four devotional 
booklets for children is very good. I 
buy several of each to lend to children. 
When one is finished it may be ex- 
changed for another.) 

' International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
P. O. Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., 15 
cents each 

ORONO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS is such a lovely lesson, about 

a home where Jesus loved to go. a 
home where they all loved the Lord. 
We know of three members of that 
family, the two sisters and their brother 
Lazarus. Some think the father of the 
family was Simon the leper, who is 
mentioned in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark. In the lesson today, we have 
the very short story of a visit Jesus 
made to this home. 

Martha was bustling around. Can't 
you see her? Everything must be just 
right for the Lord. She had cleaned 
and scrubbed, and now she must get 
some of His favorite foods ready. She 
was hurrying as fast as she could, 

Then the Master came. 

Mary had no doubt done her share of 
the work, but now she forgot everything 
except the Guest. She sat at His feet, 
listening to every word He said. As 
soon as Martha had greeted Him, she 
hurried off to do those last important 
things. And as she worked, she began 
to be angry at Mary. The idea of her 
just going in there and sitting down as 
if there were nothing to do! Martha 
was a very outspoken person, so she 
went in and complained to the Lord 
Himself. She wanted Him to tell Mary 
to go right out in the kitchen and help 
her 
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you prayerful assistance needed in 
our growing Christian orphanage min- 
istry. Confused, homeless children in Hong 
Kong, Lebanon and The Jordan plead for 
admittance to our homes. Glorious oppor- 
tunities to win these “leaders of tomorrow 
for Christ. 
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But Jesus didn’t do that. He was sorry 
for Martha. I think He has been sorry 
for the Marthas all down through the 
centuries. He told her that Mary had 
chosen the best thing, to sit at His feet 
and learn of Him. He was not scolding 
or reproving Martha for doing her work, 
but for being cumbered—burdened with 
it. He knew the hearts of both sisters, 
and He knew Mary had done her part 
of what was necessary, and Martha was 
so worried about her work that she had 
forgotten her Guest. 

The Lord Jesus wants us to love Him. 
Of course we will want to do all we can 
for Him, but the biggest thing we can 
do is really to love Him. Many of God’s 
children are working so hard doing 
things in-church and Sunday school that 
they have no time to pray, no time to 
study God’s Word. When anybody is 
too busy to pray or read the Bible, they 
are just too busy, even if it is church 
work, 

Have you ever gone to*a home where 
such great preparations were made for 
the dinner that yous wished you could 
just slip out and skip it? I have gone 
to a home where I hoped for a visit 
with the mother, but she was so taken 
up with the dinner that we had no con- 
versation at all. Let’s not do that with 
the Lord, 

Then there was Lazarus, whom Jesus 
loved. The children will remember 
about how he died and Jesus raised him 
from the dead. And again that day Mary 
was the one who sat in the house waiting 
for Jesus to come, while Martha met 
Him out on the road. Both told Him 
that if He had been there Lazarus would 
not have died. But Mary had more faith, 
It was Martha who objected to having 
the: tomb opened. Mary seems to have 
been the only one who caught the vision 
of the resurrection of the Lord, possibly 
because she sat at His feet and listened 
to many of His words of which we have 
no record, 

It was a wonderful home. I’m sure 
every child would love to have-the Lord 
come to visit in his home. He will do 
more than that, He will come into each 
little heart to stay, if they only ask Him 


Our teaching point today is aSking 
questions. That is one of the most use- 
ful methods of teaching. A question 
makes the pupil think: You‘can drill 


the child in memory work, and he can 
learn to repeat any number of verses 
like a parrot, scarcely thinking what 
they mean. Ask a few questions about 
them. Questioning is also a good means 
of holding attention. But it must. be 
done skillfully. Don’t ask questions aim- 
lessly. They must have a plan and be 
working toward an end. Keep your 
goal in sight as you ask questions. Don’t 
let one child answer all the questions. 
Try to draw out the shy ones. Be very 
tactful about wrong answers. Praise the 
child for trying to answer. Never allow 
any ridicule because of a mistake. In 
all your questioning, keep in mind that 
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the end in view is that most important 
of all questions, “What will you do with 
Jesus?” And you must be praying and 
teaching that the child’s answer to that 
question may be the right one, 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 96) 

]. Three times (Luke 10:38-52; John 
11:1-45; 12:1-8). : 

2. Five: Mary, the mother of our Lord, 
Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of 
James and Joses (Matt. 27:56), Mary, 
the mother of John Mark (Acts 12:12), 
and Mary, one of Paul’s helpers (Rom. 
6:6). 

3. (1) A private visit to the home, (2) 
the raising of Lazarus, (3) a supper pre- 
pared in His honor. 

4. At Jesus’ 
11:32; 12:3). 

5. The woman of action 


feet (Luke 10:39; John 


(Luke 10:40; 


John 11:20; 12:2). 

6. Three times (Luke 10:41; John 11: 
25, 40). 

7. (1) Laziness, (2) extravagance, 


8. The Lord’s Return and the Rapture. 

9. (1) That it can 
round of many things; 
crowd out communion, 

10. That she did it in preparatiom-. for 
His coming burial (John 12:7, Cf, Matt. 
26:12; Mark 14:8), 

WHEATON, ILL, 


degenerate into a 
(2) that it may 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 17 
2. Christian Citizenship Promotes 
Brotherhood 
(Gal. 3:26-29; Prov. 22:2) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

T THE very outset of any consider- 

ation of this week’s topic we need 
to think clearly as to what we mean 
by “citizenship” and by “brotherhood.” 
To some, “citizenship” means merely be- 
ing an- inhabitant of a city or a state. 
Another meaning of the word refers to 


one’s status as a member of a state, 
owing allegiance to a government and 
entitled to protection from it. Still an- 


other meaning refers to one’s status as 
a civilian as opposed to that of a soldier, 
policeman, and the like, 
ye 

When we use the term “Christian citi- 
zens,” therefore, we shall want to know 
whether we are referring to (1) those 
who merely reside in a Christian area, by 
virtue of attending church or by having 
their names upon a church record; or (2) 
to those who consider themselves Chris- 
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tians merely because they do not wish 
to be rated as heathen or atheist; or 
(3) to those who have become “Chris- 
tian citizens” through having accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour and having acknowledged His 
Lordship in their lives and having given 
their allegiance to Him. 


It is the third meaning of the term 
“Christian citizenship” that we should 


have in mind as Christian Endeavorers. 
This is certainly the sense of the first 
Scripture portion chosen for the topic, 
which begins, “For ye are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Jesus Christ. 
For as many of you as have been bap- 
tized into Christ have.put on Christ” 
(Gal, 3:26, 27). Paul wrote this Letter 
to Galatian Christians, not to the world 
at large. Those to whom he wrote had 
all become the children of God by faith 
in Christ, for “as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name” (John 1:12), 


When we come to the term “brother- 
hood,” again we find several shades of 
meaning. One has to do with the state 
or quality of being actual blood brothers 
through having the same parents. The 
term is also sometimes used of an asso- 
ciation, or fraternity. A third use points 
to the whole body of persons engaged 
in the same business or profession, as 
for example, the printing brotherhood. 

Now it is obvious that nothing we can 
do can possibly promote physical 
brotherhood. That has already been de- 
termined for us. But there is a brother- 
hood that comes through true Christian 
citizenship—the third kind _ indicated 
above. It is possible only through saving 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ whereby 
God becomes, in a unique sense, the 
Father of all who so accept Christ by 
faith. Having thus come into the family 
of God, an individual immediately be- 
comes a brother to every other believ- 
ing Christian. This brotherhood is not 
merely a fellowship such as may be en- 
joyed through any other human associ- 
ation, but a true brotherhood through 
having the same Father and being mem- 
bers of the same spiritual family. 

True Christian citizenship will pro- 
mote just such brotherhood, for it is 
enjoined upon all Christian believers to 
“teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost” (Matt, 28:19), and 


“to go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature” (Mark 
16:15), and thus to make Christian 


brothers of all who will believe and ac- 
cept Christ. 


ye 


In the brotherhood that is possible 
only among true believers, there should 
be a Christlike concern for all men, and 
that concern will cause Christians to 
treat all men with consideration, love, 
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patience, and understanding. But there 
can be no true brotherhood between 
believers and those who deny and reject 
Christ or who are merely indifferent to 
Him. 


ane 


Now let us not misunderstand, There 
is all the room in this world of ours for 
a better understanding between those 
of different races, creeds, and colors. 
Every movement that does not violate 
the plain teaching of God's Word and 
which seeks to promote better under- 
standing among men has its value and 
its place. But let us not mistakenly 
suppose that we can somehow love other 
people into being better or into being 
our brothers. The human heart is 
changed in only one way, and that is 
through contact with the Lord Jesus 
Christ and acceptance of Him by faith. 
As Christians we best promote better 
understanding and we can promote true 
brotherhood only by seeking to win 
others to Christ through the preaching 
of the Gospel and daily Christian living. 
We can promote brotherhood in the fam- 
ily of God in no other way. God is 
the Creator of all men, and in that 
sense He is sometimes incorrectly refer- 
red to as the Father of all. He is willing 
to be the Father of all and wants to be 
the Father of all who will accept the 
way to Himself that He has made pos- 
sible through the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
only those who have accepted that way 
and acknowledged His Son as their Sav- 


iour and Lord have any right to call 
Him Father, or to call other believers 
brothers, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Heme 
The Lost Prizes 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


REMA ran: out into the garden in the 

dewy coolness of the lovely morn- 
ing. It was a beautiful Indian garden 
full of flowers and shady trees, with a 
high wall with coconut palms edging it 
all around. 

Near the middle was a large pond of 
deep, clear water, where Prema’s big 
brother Goviud loved to bathe and teach 
her to swim, 

This morning Prema was 
pick choice flowers to lay before the 
idol-image in her mother’s room. Sud- 
denly she heard a terrified scream, for 
her little brother Makund had strayed 
away unnoticed and fallen into the deep 
end of the pond, 

Prema rushed to his help, seizing a big 
brass cooking pot left near the water 
by a servant, but it turned over and 
filled up, so was useless as a float, 


going to 


Her loud cries brought the household 
to the spot, but both her father and 
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elder brother were away, and none of 
the servants could swim, 

Fortunately, a half-naked coolie, sell- 
ing vegetables at the kitchen door, came 
running along with his long carrying 
pole. 

“Do not touch my son,” shrieked the 
mother, who feared the polluting fingers 
of the low-caste coolie even more than 
her little son’s danger. 

The man understood and somehow 
managed to hold out the pole near 
enough for the boy to catch it. Then 
one of the servants waded into the pond 
and Makund was rescued, exhausted. 

Prema never forgot that scene nor 
how her mother, always so gentle and 
polite, threw the coolie a gift of money 
from a distance. They were of one of 
the highest Hindu castes, and kept them- 
selves strictly aloof from all others, es- 
pecially the low outcastes. 

Shortly after this, Prema’s father, a 
well-educated, broad-minded man, said 
one day: 

“T have visited a highly recommended 
school in the Province, where girls of 
all religions are living happily together. 
There is no compulsion to attend the 
Christian worship, for freedom on this 
matter is permitted to all. If we are 
ever to live and work together in peace 
in this world we must help our young 


people to get to understand one an- 
other.” 
“But,” said Prema’s mother, “don’t 


you think they may influence the girls 
to become Jesus believers?” 

“Well, Prema can go and decide for 
herself. Everything is quite changed 
now in our India, as well as in the 
world.” 

So Prema went to the school where 
girls of a still higher caste than her 
own were mixing freely with Moslems, 
Brahmins, and outcastes, who were all 
Christians, 

She became friendly with a Hindu 
pupil called Masul, who came from a 
family her parents knew, and_ she 
proudly showed Prema around. 

Masul had been a long time at the 
school, and the Christian influence and 
example had secretly been at work in 
her heart. When she offered to show 
Prema the little chapel, the girl drew 
back. “Oh, no, Masul, not in there! 
Surely you never enter it?” 

Masul laughed at her horrified look. 
“Why, yes, Prema. I love the singing, 
and go fairly often to worship. Most of 
the girls do, after a time. The Jesus 
believers certainly are good, kind, and 
helpful to everyone.” 

One day the much-loved head teacher, 
Miss Gilbert, was crossing the compound 
when the girls were cooking their rice. 
It happened that her shadow passed close 
to Prema’s cooking pot and the little 
girl considered that it was defiled be- 
cause a “foreigner” had come near. In- 
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Sstantly she seized the earthenware pot, 
overturne’ the contents, and threw it 
away. Better to go without her food, 
she thought, than disobey her caste rule, 

“Oh, Prema,” said Miss Gilbert, “I am 
so sorry I did not notice you were cook- 
ing so near me! Forgive me, dear.” 

The teacher’s apology was made so 
earnestly that Prema felt surprised. 
Masul, however, whispered: “That was 
rude to do right in front of Miss Gil- 
bert. She herself is always so careful 
never to hurt our feelings about certain 
things we think are important. You 
might have thrown your rice away after 
she had passed, if you felt you had to 
do so. I think now it is silly and un- 
necessary, no matter how high caste 
we may be.” 

Prema rather expected the head 
teacher to be a little displeased with 
her, but Miss Gilbert was just the same 
to her—indeed, kinder than ever. 

Then one morning, after a very long 
rainless spell, the school was called to- 
gether, and the head teacher spoke to 
them about the water famine. 

“Girls, I hear the villages to the north 
of us are in desperate trouble. The 
wells are all dry, the crops are parched, 
and the people are far too poor to buy 
any water, The people, too, are suffer- 
ing from thirst and disease, so I want 
to help one village at least. Would 
you be willing to cut down your bathing 
water? I know our Hindu girls consider 
the free use of it to be a part of their 
religion. Of course we must all do the 
same, and try to save every drop of 
water.” 

The girls were all kind-hearted, and 
agreed, though Prema whispered to her 
friend, “Imagine it, a village of poor, 
dirty outcastes, and we are to deny our- 
selves for such as they!” 

“We shall, however, need money to 
help as well,” continued the head teacher, 
“for the people and their animals are all 
starving for food. I wondered if you 
would all agree to having no prizes at 
the end of the school year, and giving 
the money so saved to these poor peo- 
ple.” 

Without much hesitation all the girls 
accepted this further sacrifice. 

Then suddenly Masul rose and spoke 
with a big effort. “Please, Miss Gilbert, 
some of us have little or no chance of 
winning a prize, so that would mean 
we had no share in helping these poor 
villagers. Couldn’t we save some of our 
food, and give it to them?” 

The others all agreed, and so it was 
arranged, much to the joy and satis- 
faction of the teacher. 

“Masul,” said Prema later, “whatever 
made you say that about doing without 
food just to help outcastes you will never 
see? I can’t understand you.” 

“Oh, yes, I hope you will, Prema, in 
time. It’s the spirit of the Lord Jesus 
right here in our school which I, for 
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one, cannot resist. When I go home I 
mean to ask my parents to let me be 
baptized because I want to be His fol- 
lower to my life’s end.” 

Prema did not say anything then, but 
gradually she came to follow her friend’s 
example, and both are now trying to 
help others to find their Lord and Sav- 
iour, 

WorTHING, SUSSEX, ENG, 
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With the Christian Fellowship Tour 


AVING left Chicago at the beginning 

of its tour, Monday, July 14, the 
Christian Fellowship party awakens on 
the morning of the 15th in Minnesota, a 
great north central state. All day will 
be spent traveling through Minnesota 
and North Dakota. Great glaciers will 
be seen in Alaska and on the way there, 
and it is interesting to find some re- 
markable results of glacier action right 
at the beginning. In Minnesota this 
glacier action scoured out rock basins 
and dammed up rivers, leaving hollows 
that made innumerable lakes—nearly 
ten- thousand. Many of these lakes, es- 
pecially in the northern section of the 
state, are very deep and set in solid 
rock with rugged, pine-covered shores, 
and they provide excellent fishing. The 
Government has established a number 
of hatcheries, and restocked the lakes 
and streams: with as many as 800,000,000 
young fish in a single year. It is a veri- 
table paradise for the game bird hunter. 
As many as 2,000,000 ducks are killed 
annually. The state is rich in game. 
This abundance of animal life is due to 
the state’s permanent closed season ex- 
cept on deer and bear. Deer abound, 
and, in spite of the killings of 40,000 
per year, the stock is increasing. Minne- 
sota has a larger area in game refuges 
than any other state in the Union. In 
1940 this amounted to three and one- 
third million acres. 

The party will be passing through some 
of the richest agricultural land in the 
nation. Minnesota is predominantly an 
agricultural state, although there is sub- 
stantial mining and lumbering. The Red 
River Valley, left as the result of later 
glacial action, consists of a dark brown 
and black, sandy loam of great fertility, 
particularly adapted to cereal crops, 
This section has come to be known as 
the “Bread Basket of America.” 

In the afternoon of this first day of 
travel the party will be gcing through 
the State of North Dakota, entering from 
the east through the extension of the 
Red River Valley. Probably no state 
in the Union depends so exclusively 
upon agriculture as a means of liveli- 
hood. Eighty-seven per cent of its total 
area is classified as farm land. The 
train will be rising along the natural 
elevation .of the state as three distinct 
Plains are encountered, each higher than 
the other. 
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After the Missouri River is crossed the 
land takes on a somewhat different ap- 
pearance. The sand and clay are fine 
and soft and, as there is scant vegetation 
to protect the hillsides, these are easily 
eroded by the rains and winds. Much 
of the region is cut by deep coulees and 
sharp embankments, and the traveling 
was so difficult that early French ex- 
plorers called the region the Bad Lands, 
which name still remains. The pictur- 
esque effect of the sculpturing by. wind 
and rain is enhanced by the brilliant 
colors along the faces of the hills and 
ravines. Here, too, are found petrified 
forests and other fossilized evidences of 
vegetation and animal growth, which 
long ago disappeared. It is in these Bad 
Lands of North Dakota that a former 
President, Theodore Roosevelt, estab- 
lished his hunting headquarters and 
ranch house. Last year the Theodore 
Roosevelt National Memorial Park 
opened for its first full year of operation, 

Twenty-five days of fascinating vaca- 
tioning comprise this tour, with many 
interesting stops, some overnight, at the 
finest hotels. Sightseeing trips include 
such as those made from Billings, Mont., 
over the crest of the Montana Rockies; 
Yellowstone National Park; Seattle; 
Vancouver, B. C.; Victoria, B. C.; Port- 
land and Mt. Hood, Oreg.; Denver, Colo.; 
and Estes Park. The ten-day cruise 
through the Alaskan inland waters, with 
stops at Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, Ju- 
neau, Skagway, Lake Bennett, Butedale, 
and Ocean Falls, provides real rest, with 
thrilling scenery, 

The illustrated folder, giving the 
names of all places to be visited, with 
costs, will soon be available. Mr, Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 
Secretary of The Sunday School Times 
Company, will accompany the tour. The 
descriptive folder may be obtained free 
from him at 325 N, 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, 
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lutionary discovery that is conquering 
deafness in a way unknown before. 
NO BUTTON Shows In Ear! 
FREE! Find out how you may again 
hear precious sounds you may have 
feared were lost forever. Write for 
valuable new FREE book today. A 
post card will do. No cost or obli- 
gation whatsoever. 
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Soul-Winning Days in the 
Old Y.M.C.A. 


(Continued from second page) 


between the founders and many of its 
leaders and secretaries today: 

“The Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion is . . , designed to work as a dis- 
tinctly religious agency. It seeks spir- 
itual results by Scriptural means, The 
personal example of its members, and 
their testimony to the grace of God as 
experienced by themselves, are made in- 
strumental to the conversion of their 
unbelieving companions. 

“The Men’s Christian Associ- 
ation is unsectarian, It is a 
union of young men, members of all 
churches which hold the Head, Christ 
Jesus our Lord, according to the Scrip- 
tures; and all questions on which Chris- 
tians differ, whether of doctrine or rit- 
ual, are put aside for the sake of 
maintaining an united testimony on 
essential points. It seeks to win uncon- 
verted young men to the Saviour, and 
then to add them to the fellowship of 
the churches which witness for His truth 
in the world, but without presuming to 
decide which church they should join. 
It admits none to its fellowship but 
those who understand this aim, who af- 
ford evidence of such spiritual experi- 
ence and qualifications as prove their 
adaptation to this particular work, and 
who are willing to act in this spirit; and 
though none are admitted who without 
good reason are not already in com- 
munion with some section of Christ's 
Church, respect is shown to the personal 
convictions of each member. ,.. 


Young 
distinctly 


“The rule of membership commended on 
page 8 requires ‘evidence of conversion 
to God’ as a condition of admission. Ex- 
ception is sometimes taken to this as 
though the requirement was objection- 
able, or, at least, superfluous. But the 
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evidence sought is no more than this, 
viz., a reasonable ground of assurance 
that the candidate is what he professes 
to be; and the necessity for such a re- 
quirement will be manifest on consider- 


* ation of the end proposed in the admis- 


sion of a member. A member takes the 
place of a missionary to young men in 
the sphere of his daily calling. But no 
man can convey spiritual benefit unless 


he has in himself spiritual life and 
power: he must believe that he may 
speak; he must enjoy that he may im- 


part the knowledge and love of God. It 
is clear that no mere attendance on 
church ordinances would be any guar- 
antee of a man’s disposition towards 
such work, . Experience has proved 
the necessity of such a rule for the 
safety, permanence, and efficiency of 
Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Many Associations, which gave promise 
of permanence, have made _ shipwreck 
through want of starting on right prin- 
ciples in this matter. If the guidance 
and management of the Association is to 
belong to the members, its future will 
be in their hands; and it is all-important 
that the permanent character of the in- 
stitution shall be ensured by the condi- 
tions under which men are successively 
admitted to share in its work and gov- 
ernment. 

“But while tHe basis of membership 
should be strict, the invitation of young 


men to the meeting should be as free 
as the Gospel itself. Young men will 
then be led to see that it is not the 


spirit of a clique which leads to the ex- 
clusive character of membership, but a 
real desire to form such a union of men 
of one heart and of one mind as may 
tend to promote their highest welfare; 
and they will value and desire member- 
ship as a privilege when they come to 
understand and to share the Christian 
principles and aims represented by our 
mission.” 

The Y.M.C.A. was founded in London, 
in June, 1844, by Sir George Williams. 
the late Dr. Philip E. Howard, in a 
sketch of his life, wrote that it was “first 
designed as a means of evangelistic and 
missionary work among the assistants 
of Hitchcock and Rogers; and gradually 
extending from that establishment to 
others. Into this work, George Williams 
put his first and best thought, kept it 
in the center of his prayer life and gave 
to it his skill, his untiring energy, and 
his best powers in the inspiring and lead- 
ing of men in all walks of life.” “He 
did all in his power to impress upon 
every one in his establishment the claims 
of Christ.” “On the Sabbath he was 
busy with Christian work of all sorts: 
hospital visiting, distribution of tracts, 
speaking at meetings, personal work, and 
care for one branch or another of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association en- 
terprise.” His dying words were: “My 


brothers, we shall never meet on earth 
again. I am just waiting, waiting for 
His call. May God be with you and 
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companions said, 
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make you and all your faithful workers 
very useful in His hands, to the salva- 
tion of precious souls.” (From “Their 
Call to Service,” by Philip E, Howard; 
the Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
1915; out of print.) 

D4 


ZEAL 


(Continued from second page) 


the building was too crowded to enter 
through the door, their thought being 
to get the desired results regardless of 
handicaps. 

No illustration of greater beauty in 
witnessing for Christ is found than was 
shown by Paul on the stairs to the castle, 
The mob was howling for his blood, but 
there was no room for a desire for re- 
taliation, so filled was he with eagerness 
for the salvation of his brethren in the 
flesh. He asked only to be permitted 
to testify to them before he was hurried 
into the prison, (Acts 21:33; 22.) To 
read of zeal like Paul's is an inspiration 
to all who wish to be soul-winners. 

If at first one is too timid to try to 
jead a soul to Christ, zeal may be shown 
in the distribution of tracts, and there 
are many instances of conversions 
through this method One man was 
heard to say, as a tract was handed to 
him: “Tracts! Tracts! Wherever I go 
they hand me a tract. Tracts every- 
where!” but the young man who was 
handing one to him replied: “No, sir, 
not everywhere. There will be none in 
hell.” 

Enemies complaining of Paul and his 
“These that have turned 
the world upside down are come hither 
also,” and here again is seen the super- 
lative of zeal. Christians today could 
turn America upside down for God, too, 
if they had Paul's zeal. 

Let us search our own hearts, and if 
we bow our heads in shame as we con- 
template the meagerness of our effort, 
let us ask God for zeal that will accom- 
plish great things for Him; perhaps, as 
Paul, we may turn our land upside 
down, for upside down would be right 
side up. 

we 


Misinterpretation of the Scriptures 
in Modern Cults 


(Continued from page 92) 


234). Revelation 8:3, referring to the 
angel with a golden censer, not only 
refers to Pastor Russell, but “shows he 
is still managing every feature of the 
Harvest Work” (“The Finished Mys- 
tery,” p. 144). Similarly the seventh 
angel of Revelation 10, and the angel of 
19:9, 10, all refer to Pastor Russell! 
Christ has already come in His second 
advent. The seven “plagues of eccle- 
siasticism” of Revelation 16 are Russell's 
seven volumes of Studies! 

There is no salvation in Russellism: 
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BECOME A TRAINED 
CHRISTIAN WRI 


More than 160 religious pub- 
lications are looking for arti- 
cles that you can write and be 
paid for... IF YOU HAVE 
THE KNOW-HOW. Today 
hundreds of students of Chris- 
tian Writers Institute are sell- 
ing well-written stories and 
articles to these publications. 


Study at home in your spare 
time. Get the professional 
training that will bring you 

editors’ checks. MARKET bo — for 
TIPS, publication free with **¢ S4MPi€ *esson 
each course, lists markets #94 complete in- 
and tells how to slant ma- formation. No ob- 
terials for individual maga- !18ation. 


zines. Write Dept. SS-22 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
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TAinning Bour THap at College 


Over one-half of all students enrolled at 
MARION are earning a moderate portion of their 
expenses. In a recent survey of American Colleges 
and Universities, it develops that 22.3% of young 
men and 7.7% of the young women are working to 
pay all their way. In other words, they are self- 


supporting entirely. 


Great leaders of the past have come as a 
rule from homes of poverty, and these homes in a 
surprisingly large number of instances were Christian 
in influence. A large number of students secure work 
in the city of Marion, where there are opportunities 
for employment in abundance. Application for self- 
supporting work should be made several weeks be- 
fore the opening of the semester. Suitable blanks 


will be supplied promptly upon request. 





The splendid Christian Faculty, a source of 
inspiration in the students’ spiritual life. 


— Marion Gullege - 
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boys and girls. 14 charts in color 
show God's way of salvation. 
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Schools, D.V.B.S., etc.....$1.50 


Inc. 
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1517 North 3rd Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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but by it millions are being deceived. 
I remember some years ago when.the 
Russellites were making wide use of 
their famous pronouncement, “Millions 
now living will never die,” a devout 
and Bible-taught minister of Baltimore 
advertised as the title of a sermon, 
“Millions now living are already dead.” 
Russell’s main area of teaching is proph- 
ecy. When the disciples asked Christ 
about prophetic matters, and, in answer 
to their questions, He gave His great 
Olivet Discourse, the first words He 
uttered were these—‘Take heed that ne 
man deceive you. For many shall come 
in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 
shall deceive many” (Matt. 24:4, 5). The 
Word of God forewarns us of just such 
false teachings as we have been briefly 
reviewing. 

In my next acticle, on the misinter- 
pretations of the Bible on the part 
of Christian Scientists, since Mary 
Baker Eddy, I shall, in part, be quot- 
ing from a printed copy of a ser- 
mon I myself heard a lecturer of the 
“Mother Church” deliver, which, as 
far as I know, has never been used 
in any previous treatment of Chris- 
tian Science.—W. M. S. 


ye 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 
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Christian College Education 
is now available in New York City 
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B.A. in English, Philosophy, Social Studies, 
Hebrew and Koiné 
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Bianca Bradbury. (Rand McNally & Co., 
Chicago 5; 25 cents each.) The Book Elf 
series numbers more than twoscore titles 
with this latest addition of three attrac- 
tive children’s books. 

1. Everyone knows about the visit of 
Goldilocks to the home cf the Three 
Bears, but now the Three Bears make 
a return visit to Goldilocks’ home. The 
little girl had gone for a walk with her 
mother and daddy, so the bears were 
free to investigate this home that was 
so different from their own. 

2. Roughy. Fluffy, and Woof were the 
three little puppies who lived on Echo 
Hill in a nice roomy doghouse. One 
day they all set out to look for a bone 
to give to their mommy for her birthday 
They had many interesting experiences, 
but it was Woof who won the swim- 
ming race at the Doggy Fair and re- 
ceived, as a prize, a big, fine, juicy bone 
This story, like the “Three Little Bun- 
nies,” is illustrated with real photo- 
graphs, taken by Dale and Sally Rooks, 
and show the little animals dressed up 
and posing in very cunning fashion. 

3. Amos, a cute little fuzzy duck, didn’t 
like the big QUACK-QUACK his mother 
made or the little quack-quacks that 
his brothers and sisters made, so he 
didn't talk at all. His mother was wor- 
ried about him. Then he went out into 
the world by himself to find out what 
sort of noises the other animals made. 
He didn’t like any of them very well, 
and as he traveled on he got lost! When 
he came to the river and heard a fa- 
miliar sound, and saw his mother and 
all his brothers and sisters swimming 
along; he thought he never had heard 
such a sweet sound, ana he was satis- 
fied at last with the quack-quack that 
little ducks are supposed to make. At- 
tractively illustrated in full color. these 
inexpensive little books will delight tiny 
tots. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 11 to 17 


Mon.—1 John 2:8-17. 
Love Between Brothers. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “He that loveth 
his brother abideth in the light.” The 
state of the inward life is generally re- 
vealed by outward behavior. Love in the 
heart will show itself by love between 
brethren. Love in the heart cannot be 
hidden. If it is not shown it is prob- 
ably unknown. Pray for America In- 
land Mission, Inc., Gentry, Ark 


Tues.—Mark 3:31-35. Kin to Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For whosoever 


shall do the will of God, the same is 
my brother, and my sister, and mother.” 
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Lesson for February 17 
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Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A, dollars 
$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 
$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








We are akin to Christ spiritually only 
if we have His righteous Spirit He 
always pleased His Father by doing His 
will, and if we do the same we show 
we are one with Him. Do folks take 
notice that you have been with Him 
and that you are walking in His paths 
of righteousness? Pray for American 
Mission for Opening Closed Churches, 
Northville, N, Y. 


Wed.—Luke 10:38-42. 
Friends in Bethany. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He entered into 
a certain village [Bethany]: and a cer- 
tain woman named Martha received him 
into her house.” Entertaining the Lord 
of Glory unawares for a time was the 
glorious experience of these friends at 
Bethany. No greater honor in this world 
can be known by a Christian than friend- 
ship with the Lord Jesus. To sit at His 
feet and hear His Word ever will be 
your glory. Pray for Best Seller Pub- 
licity, 189 W. Madison St., Chicago 2. 


Thurs.—John 11:1-6. Friends in Trouble. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lazarus of Beth- 
any .. . sick.” Troubles must and will 
come our way. And when crises come, 
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what a comfort it is to know we have 
the loving sympathy of our Lord. As 
Mary and Martha sent unto Jesus to 
come to them, we, too, by prayer, may 
seek His omnipotent aid as needed. What 
a privilege to have Him attentive to our 
voice! And what a joy it is to know He 
will do what is best for us in our trouble! 
Pray for Bible Crusaders, Inc., Box 777, 
Seattle 11. 


Fri—John 11:7-16. 
Without Counting the Cost. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Master, the Jews 
of late sought to stone thee; and goest 
thou thither again?” Our Lord, who 
told us not to fear what men can do 
to us, was Himself without fear of man. 
Where duty calls, even if there is dan- 
ger, let us be faithful. Do the will of 
God without hesitation. Give God and 
others service that costs you something 
and it will surely be blessed. Pray for 
Bible Memory Association, Inc.. Box 
4066, Shreveport 14, La. 


Sat.—John 11:17-35. 
A Beloved Friend of Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold how he 
loved him!” (v, 36.) The tears of Jesus 
have comforted multitudes of bereaved 
Christians. He came to put away sin 
and to abolish death, and felt the pangs 
of both. The penalty of our sin and its 
consequences fell upon our loving Lord. 
He wept; and with His nail-pierced 
hand He will one day dry away all tears 
from our eyes. Pray for Canadian Sun- 
day School Mission, Inc., 222 Portage 
Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can. 


Sun.—John 12:1-8. A Royal Welcome. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mary ... 
anointed the feet of Jesus.” Mary rec- 
ognized the Lord of Glory and prepared 
her sacrifice for Him as He was ap- 
proaching- death for our salvation. 
“Against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this,” said Jesus. Give Jesus 
His royal honors now in anticipation of 
that which is yet to be paid to Him by 
all the saints in Glory. Pray for Christ 
for America, 542 S. Dearborn St.. Chi- 
cago 5. 
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HAVE A BIBLE? 


Not all to be sure — but countless 
thousands in New York City do have 
Bibles because of the New York Bible 
Society. This greatest city in the world 
is in desperate need of Christ today, 
more than ever before. Since 1809, the 
New York Bible Society has distributed 
32,710,491 Scriptures about the harbor 
and within New York City. As Christians 
we must see that Bibles are available in 
ever increasing numbers — there is no 
better way to meet the tragic challenge 
of our day. 



























Your part in this work can be all 
important. A New York Bible Society 
annuity agreement not only can provide 
life-long financial security for you— bud 
your funds will aid in bringing spiritua} 
light and guidance to the polyglot popw, 
lation of New York City. 
ANNUITY AGREEMENTS OFFER: 

© Financial Security @ Up to 7% Interest 
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God.” write today for our free 
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NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 





WEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 17 

5 EAST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
Pleasesend meyour free booklet describing 
the N. Y. BIBLE SOCIETY ANNUITY PLAN 
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KOREA 


SYNGMAN RHEE, President of Korea, makes a plea for Scriptures 


. ral certain _ oe Ae had compassion on he, 
| went to him, aad | up his wounds “eve 


B 
_K orea is a wounded nation — bleeding in body and 


spirit — crying out for a message of comfort and hope. 
These suffering, sorrowing, dying people are in desperate 
need of the Word of God. Christian America must help. 
We must pour the healing power of the Scriptures into 
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n@ = Welln ~ the grievous wounds of Korea’s millions. 


ee THe POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE is now distributing 


Gospels in Korea. Will you help? We need your prayers! We need 
your money! Give now — for the need is desperate. The Word 
of God holds the only message of hope and comfort for Korea’s 


suffering people. 


Write for free copy “Korea” — a special edition of the PTL Quarterly 
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